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$1. WF Owe ſome ſatiefaFfory account to the Reader of the Reaſons of my Publi 
$ (| ing Ji Book, which I have caft by about Arob uh _—_ "> _ 
WM be well underftood, without the knowledge of the Cafe we were then mm, 
: 3.22” "and the Occaſion of my Writing it. EE... 
+ 'The Miniſters of the Churches were then (as # uſual) of divers Opinions 
| "about Church-Government. 1, Some men for our Dioceſane Epiſcopacy as 
ſtated "by the Reformation. ' 2, Some were for a more Reformed far; de- 
ſeribed by Bicer in Script; Ang], 1.' Archbiſhop Uſher, &c. +3. Some were for 
Dioceſans'm'a > ef ny a4 ſubject} to @ foreign Fariſdiftion, and as parts of 
an Univerſal Church, Headed by a humane Head, the Pope being Principium 
Uanitatis, 4. "Sore were for National and Claſſical Government by Presbyters 
only, without Biſhops.” 5. And ſome were for a parity of Miniſters and Churches, 
without "any m_ Biſhops, or Synods, or Governours ; but #0 have every Con- 
1 ion to have all:Governing Power in their proper Paſtors, 6. And ſome were 
for each Congregation to be Govuernedy the Major Vote of the people 5 the Pu- 
for being but to gather and declare their Votes ; Among all theſe, the'3 ſort, the 
Foreigners were utterly urreconcileable ; and of the 6th we had no great bopes : 
Bai with the otber four we attempted ſuch a meaſure of Agreements as might be 
uſeful.in a looſe unſettled time , to Keep up Chriſtian Love and ſo much Concord, 
' #3 that our Differences ſhould not ſo much weaken m, as to fruſtrate all our Mi- 
$2. To this end'! attempted @ double work of Concord in Worceſter-ſhire : 
1. For the willing Miniſters Epiſcopal, Predbyterian and Independent to Aſſociate,in 
the Prattice of { much of the Minifterial Office, as they were agreed did belong to 
Presbjters : It. To Catechize or perſonally by Conference inſtrut? , all the Fami- 
Ties and capable Perſons in eur Payiſhes, wha would come to us, vr admit us to come 
to them, in.0rder at due agpointed times, be EO a 
"God gave our People, (m many Pariſhes) willing Minds , and encouraged us 
by unexpetted great ſucceſs : * The muſt laboriow {Miniſters took the hint , and 
ſeconded us in many Counties : Firſt and chiefly in Weſtmorland and Cumber- 
land, and then iz Dorſetſhire; Wiltſhire, Hampſhire and Effet, .Cand Dr.Win- | 
"ter, and others is Ireland) + The cerms f tur Alociation, the Reader tay foo © 
Printed at large 1653. But” theirs of Weſtmorland'and Cumberland more = 
large, and worthy the Confuderation of the preſent titer ated Churches.” 1 9 Yen; py: 
| A232 - Ws .. 


reed them, $3+ 
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4 - 7:75. The Brence. - 
wn C 4.” But when it came t ſeft Praftice; 41" the Foreigners, (Pretatiſts) avd- 
Popular cole Browniſts kepe offjo bus few of +be-rigid-Preabyterians orIndepens 
dents joyned with ws ;, ( LHAnd mdeed Worceſterſhire and the adj yo Counties 
had but few of either -ſort,) But the mai Bogh of our Aſſociation were men that 
chought the Epiſcopal, Presbyterians 4nd Iridependents, had each of ther ſome 
goog in which they excelled the other txusPgrties, and gach of them, ſome miſtakes : 
And. that to ſele& 'qut of all three the beſ; part , apd leave the worſt, was'the 
' woſt- defireable (and ancient) Form of Government. But that ſo much as might 
Unite them in the Comfortable Service of Chriſt was'common to them all :-The 
moſt of our Miniſters were Young men bred at the Univerſties during the Wars, 
and engaged in no Fation, nor ſbudied much in (ach kind of Controwes/ies; bur 
of Gu udgment and: zealows Preachers, and eminently  Prudent., Pioxs and © 
Peaceable.:; And with them there joyned many that had Conformed, and thoughs 
both the Common- Prayer and the Dire&ory , Epiſcopacy and Pretbytcry tolerable 
Hnd theſe in 1660. did Conform ; hut moſt of the reſt were ejetied and filenced. 
Though of near Ten Thouſand that the Parliament left in. poſſeſſion, there were but 
Two Thouſand caſt out by the Prelates,. we firongly. conjettured before hand who 
i thoſe would bs : Satan defired to have Power to +; #s,. 45 wheat, Hind the chaff - 
© 1 and the bran ſtayed in, and made that which ſome called the beſt in.the World: 
JV And indeed of the bran is honoured by us as very uſeful: But the fimila was 
FA | zoo fine and preciſe for the pallates of the Great Churchmen, and was caſt out in 
BP the ſifting : And the Sifters did but call the ['Similago] Simulatio] and fuch 
b- | ather _ ang out it _ with apr a Pk or: ag the hatred of it - 
F 4 15 propagated-as the natural Prog .neuived true; {amulargon. and revenge... But 
A p bd ets be_ a. name - pot bonougable fond or ſence, ,as. it looks. to . 
| Brethren and the Church). yet for my part 1 do. with thanks for. England, and 
> . . with lamentation for ather Lands, conſent with them that ſay, . Few Churches are 
1 ſo well fed: God can uſe this for the cleanſing and drying up the Hydropica| tym- 
S panite of: thu. Land : And Chriſt, 1 hope, will, Remember the Penitenr pare of + 
bf them, when. he cometh. in his Kingdom, a»d they that rob'd others of therr Cimil. 
| and Church Rites , may. yet be with Chriſt in Paradiſe, Furfure piogueſcuar 
pulli 6 late madeſcat, Even thoſe that read this Praiſe with diſpleaſure, taking. - 
Repentance for —_— and being loth to think they need it, may yet by Grace }. 
repent and live, Through God's great Mercy the excuſſed lumila bath been Chil . 
drens. facd, though the Milftones have made it unfit for ſeed. But God will ali. _ 
unde provide ſeed : Though we cannot but dread the abundance and malignity of * 
zhe Seminary Tares. © | : 
| © $41 But onr trouble(next to the ignorance and_badneſs that we fiund moſt. Pariſhes . 
in) was Antichurches, or Separatiſts, that im great Towns and where they found + 
Entertainment, did gather Congregations out-of the. Parochial Conpregations;which . 
ing geoberes ou pretence that the Communion of our Churches was unlawful,em- 
_Dojes [o., much of :beir. Preaching and comverſe.in labouring to prove.it ſo,, and in _ 


agnifying their own Opinions. and Waysz and wilifying others, as mage. mayy. 


þ.  , Tan, becqme plac: of rveer Prifes. that L/ey not-of alevelt hoſtility, © 
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The Peckice: 


$$ Theſe eharati r Amtichurches were of dizers ts: But of theſe it was 
OO, */ | 9 Daidred otir Concord thd Sureifr. he Laulia ek 
ond rigid Toddfmtents : The former ſet #7 mh Great ves Eur, hes 
bud been af Parkament; with whom they ove of 


bad the great — | 
eperided ontHoms, 


The 'Anabaptiftt alſ# made mus no ſmall trouble ; Bit the Luakers that nn n 
the loutleft noiſe, by railing at us in our Aſſemblies and Markets, did little harm, . 
being contemned betanſe of the groſoneſs of their Behaviour : eſpecially when we 
ba | 


tdmitted them to publick DriſÞutes, and ſhgmed them before all the People, 


*+:'$ 61 Our care war therefore 10 offer Love and Peace to'the Laudians and the - 
rigid Independents. To the firſt ſort, we offered t6 confine tr Miniſftration to thar . 
-which they kad nothing againſt, though we' could nat Ao all that they thought beſt * - 
we conflantly uſed to read the Pſalms and Scripture Leſſons; ſonte* Fiymns ; the 
Creed, Lord's Prayer, Decalogue, &c. and cffered them the Sacrament Kneeling - 
that. were capable and willing : And fome of us permitted and maintained the bare - 
Reading Curates that in Chapels read the Eitargy to them,” And Petitioned that - 


. all intolerable Prieſts of what fide ſoeve? might be removed for 'better 7" but that 
' mo man might be vjefed for being Bat 1 
| jg peace of tbe' unpeaceable, © We would have Bad 


-pline 10 bijdajing all'on the force of the * Magiſtrates: Sword, hon yet the Keys, 


with They durſt "not bear 2vithout the 'Siord ( as-1t Was 'done Three hundred 


'Years) muſt: bave the' Honour and Name. \"" 


$ 7. And as to'the other Separatiſts, we treated wich their chief” Leaders for - 


Union and Concord ; and that cccafimied the Writing of this Book. - But we little 


prevailed with the Old Conduftors, or the Tonng ſelf-conceited:ſort-of Novices. 1 © 
will not diſhonour the Dead ſo far as to name them that 1 treated with, and the - 
 perms-offered to them. anll the pretences on which they by tergiverſation refuſed it, -. 
Their Confidence in the Soldiery that failed and ſhamed them, .1 think was it that 


hardened them into-that Errour,” 


And bad not the Sword' for a time upbeld them, all theſe Sefs had qui TA NE, | 


| #0 nothing (ar indeed moſt of thim did) by the Parts, Intereſt and Concord of the 
United Miniftry- : * For my 0x11” part I had little-binderance, nor any Antichurch 
war firiving Party... ” Gp. 
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for thi King,” 'But we "200 to the Deaf ;" arid - 
| them to” ſet "up tolerated -- 

ops over nll Volunteers "that Ueflred it © Bit that they were utterly againſt, as - 
thinking that the' Party that would conflitute 1heir Churches would but- ſhame . 
them by their ignorance and wice, ſuch 'a Leadew Sword did. they 'take*their Piſci- - 
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b- b piſts and Tories) that moſt fiercely talk, pai ir. Han we wt been greatly againſt 


ſo much. as we have done to have pre- 


humbly beg'd for Unity and Peace of malicious, ambitious, revengeful men, that 
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The Preface. | | 
that. dre\rhe-Canfe, it &: fillneceſſary to ſlew the Evil of that Sim. It madi nat 
the Apyſtles Sehiſmaticks, to be'oaft our of the Synagogues; #0, nor Paul fir ſepa- 
| —_ the Chriftiom from he blaſpheming\Fews, into the meeting in Tyran- 
nus: 3A 44434 33s YL Pr, 973 Wt 5, T 
\ 2» 2nd the fſarwiving of the Old Seftarian ſpirit of Divifion, maketh.it a 
Duty to ſhew ftill rhe Evil of it : Some pannot . endure to hear thoſe former Mif. 
carriages blamed, but by enmity to repentance make them their own, and enceu- 
rage the Evil ſpivis of Diviſion : And ſome fill keep up the dividing Principle, 
of -the Peoples Power of the Keys, and are ready to:ſeparate from thoſe Paſtors that 
will not allow the whole Congregatiowto be Tryers or Fudge: of the State of all that - 
are 10' be: baptized oradmitted to:Communion. 
" And f weinever have'mote admiſſion into more publick allowance; the Warld - 
fudilyfee that it was not long of s : "But if God have ſo much Mercy for this Land, 
44 to flrengthen ms by publick Concord, and unlock to ws the Doors of the publick * 
Churches," when'T am dead, 1 would leave this Teft imony againſt ſuch as. ſhall * 
then refuſe or vefiſt 8 ful-and deſirable Concird.- a. {2 
\' Hhd-af to'rhy terms of Peave then offered ro the Independents, 1 rhink it (ea: - 
ſenable now to publiſh them,' when God in Aercy hath newly brought us to publiſh + 
ok Concord in-4*<vtry hopeful and; .conifortable form and manner , to drbus bone - 
the Nail,: anito-bu a uneſt againſ} thotn that yet 'will divide, - ; 
- $ 11+ Ani becauſt both od and Iate Experience telleth me who thoſe be,though © 
1 have hereafter ſpoken.30 their Caſe, 1 will ſpeok again” though I ſeems guilty of © 


"" 
Fe 

_' 
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it us the raw ig ror ant flaſhy \ ſelf concerted: fort of : Reformers* that” we 670 in - | 
doger as to fruſtrate our Concord and Reformation; ”"Sieh whether Miniſters - 
or, Feopie 


\Pank knew what he ſaid,. and why, when he told us-a Biſhop muſt not -be-s - | 


efof all vhat to 'ntndeiſhed, ſuſpendal; excommunicared er abjalnigdy=velomgerd; + - 
ro. the Major Vote of the People: And where this  dinidl "FONIJ "I ORs 
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Fa Arp xi ye0r nt: th ole 


The "Preface. 


+-1fs m0 fime.to" palliate;this miſchievous Errour, - 1 reſolye bere to dial Mainly. 


theogh by j with.the guilty, and therefore" ak them, 


I. If greſ Toworance deſerve caſing out, do mot: you deſerve i that. 
| __ fo greſty Es a Peint ſo plain, and of "ich prattical moment 2 :: 


: 1 2.: Could you poſſibly be" ſo road 2 to think jour fetwes edpableiefisbe; if 


You had ever had erue Hamility, or knewledge of jour-ſelues? .. 


Do not you forftit even theright of choofinp. yout Paſtors this Inow no 
Nw 4s 4 Potor 4 = that to be a Aras effential to their office? _ + 
Q.:4.. With what "Eyes - -and Minds do you read.the $ rack wayne tht. canuort- 
there (ce, that you are commanded. td.Obepithem thar.bave the. Rulecoxer you, 
for they watch for your Souls, as thoſe that muſt \giveaccourit, :thatthey. 4V8F. 
do-it. with joy and not gricf, for that. ms es re Heb, 3-17, 84.7 
Remember them which: have the: Rule over: you; bave' (poken to you. he 
Hard of:God. And v. 24. Salute all then that haue.the Rale over 9029, 1\Tim. 
3 F- A' Biſhop muſt be- one"that Roles well his ban. Houſe; «Ilſe: how. ſhall 
«$e w_ the Church of God. - And: (as the. Stewardof Ged,. Tit, 1:7. 
To give the Children their Meat in. due ſeaſon, 1 Theſk:5. 1241 13. Know 


. Shems. which labour. among gaus. and-are.ovuer; you.in the. Lots $c. 1 Car-4.5,2, 
Let @ man ſweſtrem of in-as of the Minifter of: Chtift,; and: di of, the Myer 


fteries of God : If s.rtquired'of StewaWs thata : may be ford faithfal 2. \, 

Q. 5. Do you know what on ms Paſtor fav 6 Do. the, -Sherp Rate 
the Shypherd and themſehoes? . <Q) Os no nh che, A weak 
© Q. 6, The Paſtor being but pr "op 90u, having the x" ite ware. 
not bis. Rulers? And are. you able te TI "grighs'? 4 er Nogunnehs I 
what and whom: to reprove, SeCe:.: (7, \-: A 
© S,7 7. 11it not Seovlage to ood P facted Off 7 LibeUnna fo, Ind 

ak's /in2.-.- + OS DR 

'Q. 8. Who bath: required thi at yur band: ? Who, goue you Comin fo 
Rule the. Church 2 k Pr _— ny _ 

Q;9 Do you not tremble rot 8\ 01908 Pay ” 
dreadful accctent you undertake to; giue2\Wilkgeu anſwer: fipgond are > _ 
mneetly Baptized, received to 'Commutidn, Excarmunicard: Reſtortd, &c., | 
you not know that this is a greater and harder. part of: heap ors Qifices: thas. = 
hours Preaching (which a well furnjſbed wan con docin thermay.thet 1ou-like 
with little or no Pudy) If he muſt wholly attend this work , muſt n't you-4d 
f, if youturdertake-it *. Do. yh knew whatdt. id 20.try ſfumany Bn epd Hiimens 
Knowledge and: Profeſſions .and Lites, and tohtar Wineſes 4: and bear. each . pet 
Jons Flea for bimfelf, and judge *:\Muft Mut; youmotc:haaye your Trageafor it, 07; be 
treacherous 2 Evin« all of you, becanſe. PLN ce a FuT> | Qcfenfer 
Self condemnation * \ 

- Q, 10. Do younot know how. certainly this will ven Che imo' Confulin, 


avd the ſcurn.ofthe World 3H ybu all agree inc yur Tegals\} On WHithnes.one 


:bink. thaf\. perſon —— mor al errand. | 
arti 6ceoepier oppo $b, a 401476 bbs. ew) XG 
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| Fg yo. dd where beth Gad:gjuen the: ___ ee Govern) yg 
& yr 79:5 pI Jaques ing 4 * w by 


f 
"Ah thy /onfa AQ 5 Ry V {i Inq, T5 AY 
ET TIN elhuſoPaftore that Ann eng wg hat) Bite = 
«hte 9006700 ioirate thoſe Divedſanorburvaly' wick the ole" Ga." 
ner of tuoke Churches then Bp Cap g00urg': "rd its 00! You alf nnfer- 
+ tome ea0net do #.. 
ay Do- you. think, i ir is nat © lawful 1's greas Lord like Abratum. 
that he th' a hundred a many hutared Servants, to make a  Chupch 
Family And do you think, bus: Ep HER Servants: Pont FME'S ie by' Fare 
aud ty-y their ord and Lagicsgraces ®\. >: 
os I5. Do ywouwe bnow that Bapriſne makes Jo the Univſal Church 
as ſuch, and not into any particular Church without a further contratt? And who 
made yaw Rulers of theCinerch Vninerſal? why your rather than grader) Chprch. 
Di the People try nd judge by Vote the Ba of the three thonfan, AQ. I. 
of :Carnelius; evd the.Ewanch,'.avd: the: "ilar; £6#% the SRmayig als, Go 
pogo perfor &. Prove. it of gou:ean, ! and defie nor God's Word: 1% V, 


a2: 16. H{bat. if rhe Mwifter that muſt Baprize wed give the Lord's $np- 
per be, 


" ſeries nd Fedgreet 3 ? ſ he £9 againſt his "Conſcience in obe- 
167166 £0. yu 

Q..7. 7p one chaſed Text. (T ll, and hearthe Obureb] 5 ignorantly re 
peated, enaughto blind you axainſt all this Evidence # If the King ſend ro'the 
City, of London to Garth, our. aw til: Member, dorh-ie follow that all rhe People 
mult do ie "by equal: Pomer -or-Pores or" force a1 Relays ; ; and others as obetlient 
Conſenters ? your. freedom apa your choice of Rulers is nat a Power to Rule, 
Papiſts and all Sefts abuſe this Text. | 

$ 13. 1s nos your Taberty ta:he gontrned only as- conſenting Volunteers enough 
far you 1 anigſ bejng nauy. Hafters you receive the greater condemnation., 
Jam-3.1, 1 would you menridread. ihe Third Chapter of James;ard the Fourth 10 | 
the: 1ans,. «nd +be Second co rhe Philippians, on your. Knees, begging of 
God to cauſe the Sales to fall from your Eyes,and to give you his Eye ſalue,that 
you may ſee that you are: poor, and. miſerable ," and blind and naked : When 
the greateft Millenaries ſay, This is ſpoken of the new Jeruſalem i another 
World in. Paradiſe, 40 wot. rr? that 1 apply-«t £0 ydu. - © © 

$ 14+. And that you mayabtbe proud of your Church Liberty it ſelf (wot. 
to be forced to Sacraments and Communion, Ler me tell you, what it is. It is 
a Liberty to be ſinful,” djſorderly and unhappy , reſulting from that Nereſſity 
which God in Nature and Scripture hath founded, in that he will make no one 
happy without bis voluntary conſent - If you will you may renounce your Bav- 
riſe, and your Childrens Church-Memberſhip, and your own : you may after a 


firſt and ſecond. Admonition Excommunicate and condemm your ſelves , and 


renounce Communiat. with the Univerſal Church," and with Chriſt himſelf 3 
you haveliberty to forſake the Aſſemblies and. Communion of the Church, and 
the help anacendutt of true Paſtors : _ TY liberty toforſake God, and 10 

be 


ThefPrefacer 


feer the Lord's Supper ? Do -you not \know that the Miniſterial Power of  the- 


. Q. 20. Are you. ſure that. upon a: wiſer Examination thaniyoirs; moſt "of 


SE os EE Eee we erY 


| ThePrefaee.: 
28: Dave. thoſe 'try mens Fegeneration that know not ' what regeneration 5; 
of you will abuſe *the'Letter of the Text, the Women mitt Govern': Are nor 
they-of: the Church? You! ſay, They are forbid to ſpeak- Anſc. That's as 
Teachers ;' but what's that to+ Fudging And. are not you' forbid-to'Rule, 
when you are commanded to OBEY ? > MI. 
| The Thirch that muſt be'Heatd) 4s invhar amuſe be Told and Fudge; But 
'3t 35:the' Paſtors that:muſt be Heard::\ Forcif 'all the People" be the ſpeaking 
Reprovers, it will be aclamorous Church. .\ Aud how without. ſach tlamoun can 
the:manltitude be beard ? And muſt not all-Diffenters have leave to enter "their 
Diſſent againſt the Major. Vote... What if Twenty be of one Mind and Twenty 
ont of another ?. Will one Voice ſatisfie the Conſciencesof the reſe to acquieſee. 
. . Q. 21. You build all this on the foundation of Retellion.againſt-God and Go- 
wernors;: as if the People were the-firſt receivers of ruling Power, and 
mereby\ Nature made the Rulers. (. or Law-miztkers )«by a Majority over the 
Minor part -\'which-is ſo falſe, "that as: People: they have no Kuling'Powey to 
Uſe or Give: . Al Poweris of. God, and none have it but by bis Gift > "Arid 
bewever gave Power to the Children. and Seruants to Rule the Mater of the 
Family: nor t0 the People: t0:rulte the: Paſtor or 'Ghurch,' vox t9 the People to 
Rule the Juſtices on 'Fudges,, 88C3 God.1mate Governonrs fo early, as priverited 
the Peogles.making them. im theaſſential:paxt.of 'the office. Jr's enough that 
they.chooſe him- (5 Caſes.not: Natural) that ſhall receive it fromGoars * » 
But 1 wonder not that Browniſts and ignorant Seftaries receive this falſe 
Principle of the Bodies Ruling Power by. a:Major-Vote , when even Archa 
biſbop.Laud and Dr. Beveridge, yea, nd judicious. Richard:Hooker, yea 
an. many. Papiſt and Proteſtant Authers of Palitichs;\and foie Lawyers have 
publiſhedit: : tothe deceiving of the undiſtinguifbing Ignorant and the confound. 
ing of Societies, Civil and” Ecclefiaſticalyy and the nobbing\Gog of ine'Preroga- 
tive, and feighing all Government as a Muſhroom to ſpring 'out of the. Earth, 
apbich-cometh down from Heaven:: Power. is by deſcent. from above. | 
£ 'Q.22.1 -will ack you but-this Queſtion more M hether now the Brethren called 
Congregational, -the moſt. Able and Zealons have.conſented to a form of Con- 
cord. which.cxcludeth..the Peoples Government, can'your :Conſciences chuſe but 
accuſe you' as-proud; ahd Enemies of Concord, if as wiſer that all theſe. "you be 
fo faolsſh as to. continue the Diviſions. ©: 1 NG a na ann tk 
Lud alſo when it's knows that it was. men'of your Principles and 'Tempers 
that:cauſed-our former Confuſions,, and pulFd:"down-ofter the King, the Par- 
liameiits of. all ſorts,. the Proteftor and one andther,«till. they ſer up their Quar- 
ters over the Gates,,apd pluckt up thesFlaougeies thatbuve theſe Thirty years 
overwhelmed. ys. and baterded alltheReformation:: 1ithere after all this any 
e fax Divideri,. or any preterice:to extenuiate their Sin?" A Sinthat bath 
coſt Qs Holland; \Germany: Poland, and 'many other Nations dear, 
. Tea, 4 Sin that tore the very: Apoſtolick, Churches, and grieved the. hearts 0 
the Apoſtles,andcanſed them to record the. vehement obteſtations againſt i 


| #, 
Lif there be-avy con/elation. hy” exfateaſed of the Spirit Sf any _ 
£72542 (4) 2 IT 6c? 22 In 


| | The:Prefagd. 
and whroren; ofnlf! ye my joy gr thent a6; her he-rvindedt' 


having the fume dave, 
being,pf ane aecortt and of. ore. ming ny Tet #ahing be | dere throwghy rife or 
uain-glory, but in lomiineſs (of mine: {ct- = (10a gs "Hr than 
{ebves +. Look not eaery.man orders 0 but every duct won — 
of others.) ge *IAD « Maar ah os 
#1ad you nhtoheeteiy nor aetcof OOKE {IE known whee thi Chihes 
from the Apoftles'dnys tilow; beve fuferetby ve lumaroid fort of Setks and 
Herafes,. and: rar the: mwafal. effeits ef them haveteen, . and. mbut a Srandal 
they proved to the beholders,: aid how ſhnmrefully they all enated, you motid eve 
feared the very appearance of fo-tirefal at evil, and wontd wit buve cherifued | 
a worm of ſo many feet. in your bowels.y  extr IFERDANE LINE 
which hath canſed att this.2; \» - | 
What #« there 'jn this odio. Sin; EAT Ae> Chak Ste, the __ 
ſhould make men. profe(ſing Golllinsfs lowewir,) andattale 'rhe-eureef it ſa hard. 
Is Ruling a work of enſe "1s rdere ocbing but. Bloxonr inn it:0 Jritomet wretd- 
ful to be account able for # be ill managing of it ? Do. you tor - reyeonch Þ aftize 
as dumb Dogs amd trtacherons, that neghei# thei Dia yt Von, axneh-rmgy avil 
Magiſtrates if they . miſeurrys And are nor you freed Aug vey o—3/2 hg 
uſurped: if-performed Government'?: Com you jhtdpe whet kt /fby £ wh 
derſt end: the Goſpel» in the\ Language \ubat he og < ; | 
and whethar.- they: rightly exploant: a \rhoafahd difient? Terre anabtberber 
they decide Dotrinal Controverſies trulpor "erroneouſly Or dv yow-v/or rather. 
cry up men that are of your" Opition, 'be roroght 'or wang , mdioue nada 
are ſick of yoar Diſeaſe, and rempt ſuch ignorant Texebers t0./pouk, 
which pleaſeth the kBaplez or þ nuff yg 15 ae cone | 
MANFERANCE. Rt. rin Forne are ram forfor 6. Fred 
the Peoples:gmilt, thus they ny; wej jecd from thin Commnedion all rharwillcom- 


municate with the znoft Godly Confarmgs: ; nd make Adverfriss fry, .rbut 


_ the Queſtion between ws is, Whethet _—_ agg wp or at teaftigne> 


rant Voters, ſhoald govern the Church, y ſay, The pablick Ctatohes. 
have Faults and: Forms. Ard \bavegis noFanks f\ Had'thy Frog Church: 
0: Forms ?- 1s nor the whole:Bible- a\formof- morals for Tnftvition 108 Precyer- . 
#d Praiſe? 'Oby, But they are God's Words: © \Anſ.' Tha: : God. ww _ 
Forms, But your Bibles are all Man's words:\' Do you think'tlua'Moles; rhe 
Prephets , or. Chriſt were Engliſhnen #''Or was any-of the Seripeareombicrers. ; 
or ſpoken in Englih byrbem,-or-by the Apoſe les 2: Dy ydunor taksoverywore fu. 
your Bibles ontruft from nie & Trwm- Confonmits- 
(alle = my re trognat Uo 3H 


—— 


# MeEaih: 


The Preface. 4 . 

''T mean,that you make not or perform any ſuch wicked Covenant or Condition: 
of "with them, though their Leader ſhould ſeem the moſt Zealous 
and Devout : To renounce Communion with all. the Church of Chriſt, ſate 
ſuch a Schiſmatical Sett, yea;'or with all thus have not purer Worſhip than our 
Liturgy, or that arenot purer Churches , u a Sin ſo heinous, as ſhould deter 
Ei Loo en To] 
all that hkbe We Corte bdfamſe Hathm the hurch- 
men been guilty of Schiſmatical Separation, calling men from all Churches and 
Wor bip ſave their own, and appropriwtig all Church Title and Communion to 
themſelves, they had been more blameleſs than they are. But while ſome ſilence, 
ant others fepar ates Copcord 1ghaniſned mote and more. | © WD 

Und the Impoſing Partyrwell conſider this late Agretment, ' they will flkd 
that#here} hrs wp that may make them think, that the ſame men will 

2 averſe, to any juſt terms of a further Agreement, with thoſe that have been 
their Ejefters. They haye ggreed to take ng Members out of 1any of | your true 
Puſtotuls onfenting Chireher, wirhout 2 jutt bearing atd ſarisf aftory Redffiors to- 
chem” Bur Thope yorre dhe! my all yur Paviffioners, tuen Arbejſis, Papiſty and 
Infidels For your Chnrch Mtnrbers; Nor yer all your Aldirors and Catech@ens,, 
bit beely- your Commmntieduts' Ad » ir wor better that they, be Membexs. of 
'BGnctwfob miſe FEBurt bes Hot of. none ? Thaw elſewhere cited you tbe Cans. 


of 4 Colmcil-teeveth th g Thar if, the Biſhop of "the place convert wot an  Hea-- 
'vhens or Unbtlzevers, and another convert thei , they. ſhall be bis. Flock that 
Ht convert them,” (ir my Fife, of Councits) gn NCR 
Woreit ey bur firſt atbmtr the Exclided to Publick, Leetures where i the 11 
eabhbont chuſencert, io preparethe way for further Concord., The Great 
Recontilevin#l inr thr rior veconcite ard cloſely Once bis-omee,” Alt... © 
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theſe Thirty Years have denied.you. Bro 


_ can build more or go 
_ Univerſity or a Great man's Houſe, than a w 
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-  'Proteſtant Nonconformiſts *: 
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Hough I was, by the Confinement of decrepit Age, and Pain, 
* hindred from having any part:, in. the Form..or-Contra& of 
._ your Agreement, I think it my Duty to ſignifie my Sence of 
- > © what you have done, and by tlie Publication of my old Endea- 
vours 'of thar, Kind, to promote, the Execution... greatly..xejoyce. in 
your very Arrempe - That God exciteth you:to a practical detire. of 


Ipeedy healing onr pernicious , ſhameful Strifes : Much: more that 


you have ſo Skilfully made the preſent Plaiſter for the Wound : No 
man doth any thing ſo well , but it might be better done : . You muſt 


h 

look' that it ſhould be aſſaulted by Cavil. ing. Reeroach : Thoſe thar 

ar Brotherly Communion with them, 
will be loth you ſhould be thought to have any Union among your 
ſelves : And the Potent Schiſmarticks that to divert the Infawy.from 
themſelves, have Stigmatized you with their own Name, will be loth 
that your Concord ſhould confute them : while you offer your Reaſons 
co prove.that what they make neceſſary terms of Atiniſtration and Commusr 
2109, would be to you if obeyed (not medling with them ) no leſs than 
[deliberate Covenanted Perjury or Lying and renunciation of repen- 


rance and amendment of Church-Corruptions, and of the Law of Nature | 


and Nations, and the Kingdoms Self-defence;] they muſt iretch their 
Wits, and gift of Tongue, to make all this ſeem but a melancholy or 
feigned Fear, and that 1t is but things indifferent that you refuſe: As 
They call me Antiepiſcopal; and 2gain## the Church, becauſe I would 
have more Biſhops over a Thouſand or many Hundred Churches than 
One , and would have as many” hands to do the work, at leaſt as are 
neceſſary to the Hundredth part of it ; and would have more Churches 
in a Dioceſs than one, and would have Incumbents to be Paſtors and 
ReQors : But api Men that build Cities, or Travel in their Sleep, 


urther in an hour (ſpecially if ney the y in a 
Dag VIan Can do in a 
Year 
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Yeat or in hig-Life. My own Judgment of Fpiſcopacy and: Church: 
Conſtitatian T have 0 lied, and you may fee- it1n-Lſvitize and 
Commenius Books of the Bohemian lara ws op 1 015 gg 

- Brethren ,.I hope you fix not _your 


perform it; Then-your Concord with furh as are not Enemies to Peace, 
will be a comfortable help to your. patient Sufferings, and may keep up 
fome ſparks of the Reformed Religion from being utterly extinguiſhed :; 
And white you dyell in the Secret of the moſt High, you. may lodge 
under the '(hidow of the Almighty : And may enter into your Cham- 
bers, and ſhut the Doors-on you,.for a little momenctill che. indignatiom * 
beover-paſt 3. and God.be known by.the J agmenns ch he executeth,. 
when the wicked are inſfiared in the work ot their own: hands... Thus 
praying God'to fave you from violating the Concord you' conſent ro, 
—Y from being perverted by the ignorant Dancing fort of Teachers or: 
People,” and' that you will ſtudy Mr. caar's Realons againſt. Diviſion, 
well and ſeaſonably urged, I bid you Farewel: 6 4h 

*, | Your Quondam Fellew- Labourer, 
London, _=_ _; - F a 0 |; | v 
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| # Ch, IV. The 1d Dj rence recouciltd : Of h Gb Covenant, Jt 'p. 
CG 


fo It. 
- Ch. IX: The feventh Diference reconcited * Wherhet Yah dice Gut 


v9 ' 
$44 


ts of the Fieft: P: | E 
ON17P ee ſhy off Ved Miſc {t: rain 


anifefted, in weriry of the ilEffetts. 
Ch. 1. What ts Tronnhen en the Paſtors for rhe vention and Cie br 


Ch.-HI. The feſt Diffirence' with the Independents Reconciled, vi iz, UE the, 
" weceſſary qualjficntion of Church Members. 


Ch: V. The third Difference freed Of Of theektent of a a batticular 


Ch.V os The forrth Difference reconciled, Sherheb P perricular Ch; bb oy 
Es 19 Ordain and impoſe binds on their choſen Þ oY th oe 
© V VIt 'T ference reconciled ? FA the fiſt? Tm of the, Foe 4 


' he 55 dhe br to Govern and Cenſure. ' © 
Ch '' The fexrb iference: reconciled”: Whether a * or of z, thin, 
* may do the work'of « Paſtor in other Churches for tha, 0h Hrigg called 


» 
P; 


? 


hath Power to exerciſe all Government. and Church Ordinances within 5 it 
Without JR fo Synods or any other Clergy, Covermoiers 4 oof h 7A 


Ch: X.''The eighth erexice eatdnA: Whether Lo men n, Pren 

the Chnrchs gh Le, 10 gather Churthes. 4 7 wy 938, ws 

Ch. XI. The ninth Difference reconcited : Whether the Pariſh C ka, are 
true Churches. | P. 41, 

Ch. XII; *The renth Dierence reconciled * Of taking Members out, of vibys 
Churches,” and of Gathering Churches in other mens Pariſhes,” .. + 1 p., 42 

Ch. XIE ' he Jy of tins Agreement reduced to Prattice. | P. 55 


The Contents of the Second Part. 


Q. 1. J Hat are the neceſſary terms of Communion of Chriſtians ay 
JAembers of the Univerſal Church ? 


Pp 62, 
Q, 2. What are the neceſſary terms of the Comic of Chriſt Jans perſonally 
.i2 4. particular Church ? © + 
Q. 3. What arethe terms on which Neighbour Churches my hold C ommunioy 
with one another? 
Q. 4. What, are the terms of Communion between the C hacks of ſeveral K ing | 
doms ? ( Foreigs Furiſdittion is confuted in another Book.) 
Q. 5. Whats the Magiſtrates Power and Duty about Religion and the Charchih 
and Miniſters of Chri#t : and the Peoples ro Magiſtrates, ( further uy ; 


Th6 | 


- 


. 


na Treatiſonf NATIONAL CHURCHES.) 
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75 Judgments of dl viſe and ſober men « nile needs Sſalow bork whd? 
Bice of Dirvifien-and'unwarrantable/Separation from! rhe Chiiychits © -- \ 
b, and 'the' commori ” rt ao Gathering Churches, vut-of 
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in. one and. the. foe Pariſhes ing of bs onditidey 
f | all be divers C Uurc =——— 
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to 


Pe | to be odivis or injceep ble to others : : And: hereby Chriftign Love will be 
Fil iry and'Concord much overtkrown, and all the Elfedls 
BY art of Uacharitabl 6, Mat 


i gra grie ers dious | 
Y lations will RA Too commen and ſad'experience puts this « out of Joubp 


Eran 


one fide of both > 
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ther is a Marderer, and you boow.ahar 2s wnrteryreke T: 
H + Þ Fob; "26/156 Yea we'o bath Pajt _ FRE L 
thee: Herſeia'h. Phi igthd New and: ' Command c 
148 thay we- Love: one- another” Foly 1.3 3% ing V5: 1317; Se 
) Jan. %, 8: This: is iv that we maſt provoke® ea6 RG to, Heb. 30. 24. 
if and:thatewfs concinuet” Hob. 19, 3 Love one another with.s pure 
{ Heart Grrewolyy/'2/Pety 3G an, Yeu by: Eove we” mult” fexye” one's _ 
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Narnia of enchrapic Wan ano the Ew $2.9 
| then's p Love eniguitdely S ae Gofvl froke df the contrary . Vick 
46 bhi udhDiviGons proſper;and absvad? And what weekly Bills of heinous 
— we fs, chatare Soemnined on'theſ> occaſions, if all the envious, 
,\ cenforious; 200 ay cabic wand were open/taour” view 
thar'p! Ns -#te Frequently guilty-of. Tt is. '& fad 
pion acme nnd ll Conſt 
;" anUthit -dci roo 
x 5 x4 Alohwaſes ay fly is 
rhnpt Hur lamentadan:Y which ate raken to be law- 
c>iSin I. oo cy ct 


Holy | | 
Hal:J86 oe 12; Many eat 
Ft the Ori, fn Oy wt 
img W Fete bad nor tha any"Separat were ga- 
theted b i pg EE heſe corruptions (nor that I remember, 
2 occaſion.” No hote as iead-irtthis tare Precinfvor Cite of 
any Churches ſeparated from the firſt Churches, but only the Societies of = 
ferick#, that are"fo much repretiended and bratided with Infamy. by the & 
of God, ' Not one that ever [could find of: the true Believers, "did take! 
be his duty: Name*any Church ow OI A former Chak. in 
ripture, 


ey, 


EP "them, (- Thoug hit *'s poſhble 
Zap ga hoſa Faults enumerated « Hen Pau {Hin 


£$3:-- 
Srripture;; ind lield” ole; ware Precinds, indwis approved 
by Lord, I find Divifions'i 06 many.z ſome-ſaying; I am 
of Paul, and ſome, I.am. of X 04 vp Ir of- 
Hevelic, that divided fri | | from-1 
practice of the Churches but eparation. frot es as t 
of Hereticks only, as far as I D bdg: of br 19 net = a 
atleaſt ;: -rhongh { amanby;: -not:that.meer Schiſm then. oj 1 oh 
that-had the Apoſtles among them could « | 
they fell froth the Apoſtles. And far wete. 
_ ed the Corruptions of the. ens x 


ut ſame Mind, and in- Jervis $9; T doment 
-they be all of one Mind, having Com fon. one; of- 
thren;. being. piriful and courteous, —_—_— 10g. evil. 
railing,” NE peers 0.1] 1 Pet. 3. 5.9% 
how: earneſt were the Coo; Exh | 
1s. to God, Phil: 2, Hg 


own Ges but'every- ba, 


f-Now the-God of Patience and C Confolat ew grant, 
Towards anather according fo Ghrie ſus, tha you 
 ope Mauth glorifie God. : | 


Row: 16: 17: * OY” 

them which cauſe do tp ary Sa cx nitrar) 
kave.lcarned,; and avoid them: For the they that.ar uch.ſe 
but their own. Bellies, and'by.,good wordsand 
of the ſimple. J- So 1:Theſ-.5,424;13s: Scudy.” 

Abundance of fach paſlagesare before ugin; : i 
Great.and Neceſlary. command of Lovea d Uriey, bs; nor to b2,difp | 
nor. Diviſfians among Chriſtians to be: accounted ſmall thin "And. ſha o 
profefling the. fear of God, go againſt ſucha ſtream of. Ha y Precepts ? And - 
he, ſenſible of Swearers or.a Drunkards, Sin, ayd 3 Yor: of. ſo great afpurſe- of - 
Sin of their own'**: - 

3;-.Fhe _ of Gods Grades: uk bs Servants Souls is contrary to a. way. - 
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$ |. which 

bp _ I concly CRE, the great diſturbing. Doint.. + viz. The Mat- 
 tet6P the Chur' r Qual FIERpen neceſſary to. Members, : Presbyterians,and 

Y T1adependehrs, dif 4:14 rinally Ser pra ically. perſons 'of each party 
Is differ Attiong th them We o and: therefore that here 1 No {opp of a Bocegy 
$3 ciation. © Þ | ry ey 
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| 74 - ek po rugs edt 

eee eir,V ember py & ei. &; we Be Was | Key Rs Uc 

B baptized Pe Cs, being Offered to God, and are po aft harar 

3 6 Gr ſis his. awn Covenant Act ; and Lrefaon ofa oor 

A Chun, Mani nceping him into bis ABD, > nag. ER 
2 Fo faichfully = as eat revived. 


- Me ed ee er rr HESIIUT 


cfſor pemoving | 
ro another, and'ſo.coming.u L 

"Relation ro ſuch 2 Church, or ſuch; Mi 

niſtry, is in 4 racire and'virtual C 

«a diſcharge himſcif in all? 

Member of char Congregation. —.; 


: And weare Agreed. hat 4 Pe Gi Seaton BY Uh Eonar all 
han is' abſolutely necefſaty. Lhe at an nda.rf Church Covenant is not ne- 
' eeffary* to the Being of a'Churth'or' Member : but thar-one that. by actual 
Submiſſion and Communion bath bgnified wr; Ds bog fs be oeulp: a 
Member, f* 

'4 And'yet'we are Agreed,” c 

"many other weighty Reaſons; e exprelic frmation). tha 
where' we can require and procure it, * hob 2gr ores; accidental Detriment ro. 
the Church, it is needful ad bene efſe to the Chitches Reformation, .and to-the 
Perſons firmer engapement, to'rhe farisfaction of others, and the due/exegution 
of Diſcipline, &c.. that the Conſent be az open and expreſs 45 coox-he : . As no- 
thing is more neceflir fs excellent, honourable, reaſonable, - bo 
and-nothing thar leſs featerh mo light than the Cauſe: of Gol iS | 


es a 


hand 
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ite 
have his Cauſe to be openly owned , 'and managed: _ FE and would 


bs confeſſed before men,” and have all nn fri "what 1 

far their Mifter, ' It is an honour to God and'the " 

advantage to the ordering of the Church, -and the ſaving. of the People tohave- 
all brought to as. ſerious and ſolemn an':Engagement tothe God, 
conveniently etbren. to Pete -+donbryicr bur the arr ye-pre wou 


fred that. Chriſt ſhould be Fehr and irplicgely owned-by 

and as-if they would not have Church Mem A We © -Di 

kefrrhapudgnes but be” ſenſible how muck iewould further their Minif 

the People, if Magiſtracy-would but'alf inphentnd gainſt the*ftkbbor 

of ignoranrand wilful men; that mew might be compelledit@ fubmie to I 

. hon and Approbation, and make #'&tedibſeProfefiic (e:ftianity, own-. 

ing their Baptiſmal Covenant , and by this & ey es ſubmit to. 

the. Officers, Diſcipline and Ordinances of * Chrift;” inthe Churches whtethey 

_ defire Communion-? Fhe thingthar” the Prevbytetians have ſtood 

more, but to. vindicate the Trurh-of *our-Churches'againft" Sepaturiſts,, that 

have denyed them to'be. true” Churches \ *becauſe they had- "nor an explicice 
| - ©. Gbyenant,, They deny.notithat ſuch: 24Covenagt way eongduce, tauch to the 
EE: Ken, of ak Church: 4+ eſpecially it we have the Mayiltrates help. ro take 


-Y” Ste: here a us, that by Ta CovenantF we mean nothing but{expreſt ">" = 
| pr] ar nc id. char Loxpret, Fe, is indeed Ta Covetrant], And that by [an,, Þ 
ag a gg is Iwplicite.. 7 


Rd . - | ; E Zt j 


out ſome Expreflion: 
- . conclude; therefare, 1har' ( wheres ii pagiibut 


Covenants, prudently,;ſcaſonably and Grioufly made. 
in: wy Treatiſe of {ankegnujco.; 


_—_—_Okl _Y__—_—_ 


plidite-Corenant)-we mean'bur” {a Conſent FOR is leſs. ex 
Echar 16nat-expreft at: all} ;' For Confent cannot known Louie whhe._ 


ar perfonemay be | ary 
of) there? is110- real ' difference betweer: the 'Presbyterians and Ind nt 
: wo Pic of 'z+ Church Covenant: and thefefore bere"is no wotk for a Re- 


_ =, God 6 forbid that any faithful Miniſters of - Chriſt fuld. fight againſt that 
$5 wick which-is profitable to the well-being of the Church, meerly becauſe with-- 
outit the Church may bave a Being; Then, muſt we Plead forhunger and want. 
and calamitous Diſcaſes-:that leave us but the” being -of' men: 
Scripture Preſidents in the Old Teſtament, and the DoQtrine 'of the A 

and ancient:Practice of the Churches, do "ſatiefie us of the uſefulneſs .o Holy 
Of this have ſaid more: 


ature: and the. 


To 


between. a; Worſhipping Church, -and a- * 


Governed Church :.-and-they would bave Norton. Niins Eaſe conftitutia que 
Aa wee Congregation.ts be'one- Worſhip- #10 in laco ordinario a4 Pita: D i | 
Church, .but.nrany conjoyned in-their 4n wraryes requeae (0b. 
Þ, ts be the Grit colored Goavermng Foy a 
Church. . Bur-Tthar is but: in caſes of Tic-- - Rthefo?d Due R 


ceflity, when'there-#re not Elders enough [ t; The'ordivary Fe 
-_ uy boy mn 5 fed of neareſt” y | 
-that really. both Partics are agreed, 1: That nity of ES ; 


a particular Church. may conlift' of One” cauſe that Church is a Church pro 

lingle Congregation if it be bur: furniſhed. focalled. — vob ob Ou 
with more-than one Elder for-the- work of Jes: 2 egos Log of Karng i thor 
Government. ( Though for mp-own part” |x,4, Mai 
I am; quite-out of.doubt that where one- {Theſe Angel were Congr, 

.Dieceſane, [b” The: 


fane B Go el " 
ch, that man:only may Govern that a Ek be 


Church, and do the work of a' Paſtor to - Oye Church, nat ny 7 HR ci 


in-the Gogle- Worſhipping' Church, So 


an only is the Paſtor or Governour of a 


that Church.) 2,. And they are agreed, than Onc... 


Chap. V. Difference IIL Of ths Extent of a particular Church. 


E- third Point wherein they- ſeems iro differ , 18 about: the Feiegs we a: 
particular” Political Church, viz. Whether it bea ſingle Congregation, - 
 or-divers. Congregations? Whether-the Ecclefia Prima or a particular Chatch 
of the firſt Cnoinn, as diſtinct from-a-Combination of Churches ,- ſhould 
be nor more than/can meet in One place, - and hold perſonal Communion in the - 
Worſhip of:God? Here is an appearance of 'fome difference,” but- really, none | 
that will find a Recanciler- work, --.5Soime YC Cenarne dura indeed * 


only m, 
T ni _ 


Jus Div. Won Fart wn 


| EC 227 EE hoaneg + 0, 
\ "See. Mr. Hookers Conceſſion of many - that a Church. that doth not-0rfcannot + or- 
| ficingio a> Thar in Mr: £09: nal meerin one placs.y_enay yer be 
ihe Es Res true particular nw ' a le bl = 
.. In times of Perſecution when the Ghucch. dare not publickly.appear,-or 
no_capacious Rooms to meet.in,. but,are forceditomeet:diſperſedly in Houſes, 
17. ray not only be lawfyl : but moſh convenienty for ſome.:thar meet if one 
Houſe and ſome in another, and ſome ina third , a fourth , a fifth , tobeull__ 
tinted. in the fame Paſtors, that-ſhall vifie-rhem' ſeyerally.as they ſee -cauſs:and 
 - have, opportunity, and rule thera all. And: in-a, well ordered Church 'rhere'is 
none denyeth, but that in leſs Publick Meetings the Church may be diſtribured 
into ſcyeral Houſes: and, that the Aged Sick- or Lame ,'-6r any that by dis 
Nance, cannot: frequently; come to the ſame. moſt Publick Meeting, -may yet 
have: Chappels of Eaſe, or be allowed to meet in; Houſes rather thanigot at all ; 
This all agree in, . And I think few Preabyrerians, if any, will deny,” thatir is 
molt convenient, regular, and ſuitable to the -Ende'of-:a particular Church, 


(which. is Perſonal Communion. in Worſhip, and Holy Order ) that where it 
can be procured, the whole Church (except the Sick-or Lame,-or |; 

- hindered) may frequently, if not moſt uſually meet in one Aſſembly. So that 
cither -here is no work for a Reconciler, or. a very eafie work; For the Presby- 
rerians ſay, that a particular Church {ay confift of one Congregation -(and I 
believe they will ſay that ordinarily, it-is, moſt 'fir,) :: and the Tndependents thy, 

- Tr uf conlift but of one; Congregation: or as'many- as-Aday-meet-rogether for 

_ *Perſonal Communion 1n Worſhip, if they have Liberty4/.ut-that” this 1s nor 
Effential to;the Church, Either then hereis no Diflerence,- or if there be, iris 
thus reconciled. 1n-& word. | '' The;Presbyteriansf May be) ſhall yield ro the In- 
dependents [_ Huſt be] :;; The Tice tothe Opertet., Secure them bur'of more 
than oneE!der ma- Church, and-1 dere warrant you that all the ſober Moderate 
Presbyrerians ſhall readily and heartily yield to:this, , They have no conceityrhat 
there Muſt needs go many Congregations to make a-panticular Political Church, 

If any Presbyterians refuſe-tocondeſcend fo far for Reconciliation,anotheriea- 
fie remedy is at hand, Let each have Liberty to; hold -that'Church which.inthe 
exrent-is ſuired to their Judgment, Let them that negds.muſt have a! Church-of | 
many Congregations, hold it, if the people de cdnſedt(as few: will). ſo they 
will faithfaily. do;the Paſtoral work. If they-will joyn-theee'or. four Pariſhes 
rogether as the loweſt Governed Church, let thethave their Liberty (excrcilmg 
jaſt Diſcipline in them). But let' others, alſo have; their Liberty-rhat think it 

' rneeter, if not necefſary, that .the Church be, but of one Congregation, The 

-Siftance and quality of -people- mdy very; \much alter. the caſe in this-point; In 
pinces where four Pariſhes ar great diſtauce, would. .afford: but enough for one. 
particylar Church (ifany ſich Pariſhes. be) it,aay be the more tolerable:ro-have 
ordinaty Meetings. in the ſeveral Pariſhes for Worſhip, and Diſcipline admini. 
ſred.. (and fometime the Lord's Supper). in a- fuller meeting of all the Church: 

_ Bue: | hope-we are in no _neceffiry that this ſhould be an ordinary caſe, But 

_ Libefty'in'theſe-caſes may well be granted, x24; 76 
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Chap. VE. "Difference. IV. Dk 


*HÞ fourth Poitt of Dffeterce is, Whether 5 particular Church: hath 
*24 = Power iti itſelf ro Ordain and Impoſe hands on their choſen Paſtors. This 


Differences eafily Reconciled. ' For, ©: The Pres 


it-is'firteſtthat the Paſtors 6f divers Chur- 


ches conjun& do. Drdain:, becauſe 'bF the. 
Intereſt and Relation which they ſuppoſe” 


each Miniſter hath” to the Church:Catho- 


licks" yer withal thiby deoy nor bur he hath. 
2trueOrdination, that is ordained Sha | 
_ than'-one -Paſtor 6. the” ſame 


hurch, 
2- Though they 'Cand juſtly ) that 
Impolition of hands Ordination belong- 
eth-to the People, yet-chey judge not an 


irregulatity in-thar" gran I of force. to 


oullific the calling of -the Paſtor.” 3, If a 
man that-is duely"elefed and qualified,” be 
in PoſſtſGon+ of the” Miniftry ,, without a 
Regular juſt Ordinztion* (as if 'it were but 
by R 


uling Elders, or by one fuch with the* 


; thopgh ſuch an Orgination js nor 


people}; It | 
to be it ſelfapproved of, yet beifig upor\ 


2 Dodtrinal-miſtake.,” we*may well bold. 


Commitinion with ſuch Churches , leavirig 


© the guilt of their *Ectour ap” themſelves, . 
# when we'cannotremt 4 The C00 
T gregarional Brethren boldthar in caſe they 

+ havemo Officers in'thar Churth,the Coun: - 


fel arid Help of other Paſtors rady an 
ordinarily ought to 'be'made uſe of : and 


that- ordinarily they. are not to .be held-. 


rue” Paſtorsz that” be not Qtdained by 
trae- Paſtors ,, and that in a Conſtitared 


Church 'the A&. of Ordination belongeth * 


to the Presbyters :.,andthat the multicude 


The Con-, 


of and 


bytcrians hold that regularly 


** Nofton: Reſp. P. 59. Tot multitudigi 


Ecilifie compttit exam Paſtorum per man- 
" nuum tmpoſitiontm; cormdumordinatio'in Ec- 
clifie. hoqrogenta ſtd, non-in 7 m Ectlifice + 
ſticum 3 quia officium Ecclifaafticum recipitur 
1nvocatione , non ordinatione, idque a Chriffo 


inmdiate, nii'2 tot multitudine. 
1d. p; 100: Vicins inſuper 0:dinarte con- - 
ſultis bn Eccleſia bomog enea competit fraternj- 
tati auxilio & Conflio Presbjttroxum vict= - 
zorum,” & prudentum aliarum Err, 
P. 101. Populus in julicando dirigi boteft 
86 0rdjnavit aibet a judicio alioram Paſtorion, 
Elttionem va premnte vl .conomitante.. 
Riguirityr Confelium aliorum- Frezbjttror un 
& Prudentum propter inſufficientiam in Ec- 
clefia infsrmiort:  Proptey [alaton in amplithe- 
dine. Confiliaris. in Exclefea tAruftioni's tn + 
enibus propter - Communionum #ccleſionn. 
P. 103-. Propoſitio ills Bd amlel16 : 
vert 'Paſtorts, "qui non Tug 2, v1 f548 
ripus ordinati,c | were it 0rdiniries, Nia 
ext18:  ordinan_ ' minimg necifſarid Jutt. - 
Ib. p.105. Quameisin Eccleſia bing corp 
Rituta-n0n dubtt,, aligs gud Precbyiers Ote + 
dinandi mnys, mandari, in defetiy tames © 
idovtotum” Prebytetorum , poreftf non-Frif- 
byteris mandavs Pang, 
. In" Ecdlefia- conflitutu* aftum ipſum ode 


ndndi ad Prechyteros pertinere mire conteedi- - 


W145 ; - wy : . } ; 
P. 106. "Toes. multitudini Ecoitfhe nop - 
comprtit collatio pottſiatzs clavium: in it 

fires, aut tote. - ills prteſtas, qua Minifiris + 


Officiun Ecclifiaſpicurs tribuit. 


confer not the Power of the Keys, but Chriſt immediately. And that- the - 
counſel of Neighbour Paſtors is requilite, not only to a weak Church, becauſe 


of their inſufficiency. tro Judge , .buj alſo for the ſafety of a well furniſhed ' 


Church, by-the Amplitude of Advice, and in alChurches,-for the Communion 


' of Churches And I think; they grant it Lawful, though not Neceſſary, char 
thcſe:Neighbor Paſtors lay. on hands as well as counſel, .. ' \» This: 


| before he be The Paſtor of this particular Cl | ren.” 4. £ 
peoples Election benot only to take him. Their 'ofer,. 


Q. 


* 
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vernment, and in particular of Cenſures, 
NY And here. the difference ſeemeth greater 
7 than in any of thereſt : And with ſome it 
XZ = /o, Some have made the Congregation 


XZ Church. Againſt this as intolerable we 
23 have much to ſay, 

ZZ but of God : Bur the power of Church 
® Governing is not. given . to the people by 
* God; therefore it is none, The Minor is 
'Z good till'a power be proved, and the peo- 
Z ples Commiſiion produced ; which never 
-# yet hath been attempted” with any conſt- 
2 derable appearance of Truth. Jen 
= Ob, Keys were gruent0 the Churc 
| #n Peter, Mes. 36. ] Auf. * ' 1. The 
7 moſt learned and moderate of theſe Bre- 
- threnſay, that There isnoſuch thing as a 
> Lawful Repteſentarive Church, therefore 
'Z Peter ai none.' 2. Itlyeth on them to 
3 prove that. Peter repreſented the Major 
= Vote ofa Congregation, in receiving the 


by Keys. ,Till they have provedit, we take 
* them to have ſaid nothing, It ſufficeth us 
2 for a diſproof. 1. That no fuch thing is 
7 ſpoken, 2. That the Keys of the Ring- 
'# dorn, are in Scripture phraſe ſignificant of 
27 Stewardly Government, which is in Scrip- 
'Z cure afigned to the Paſtors over the peo- 
7 ple, 3+ That Peter, was not a private 
2 Member himſelf, much leſs a Congrega- 
# tion; but a Paſtor, and a fingle Paſtor, 
''7 Biſhop or. Apoſtle, 4. That the ſame 
* power is elſewhere given to all the Apo- 
27 ſNes, ( Fobn 20.21, ) but not to private 
7 Members, or to Congregations of ſtch, 


"Z 5. That Foby 20,'2 1, 22: the power is 
EE os 


_- 


by a Major Vote. the Governours of the | 


I. There is no power _ 


mt 


Chap. VIE. Difference V. 


3 Fifch point of Differerice is, abour the firſt ſubject of the yowes of 
; the Keys ? Or more plainly and limitedly, of the Right of Church Go» 


Againſt the peoples Power of the 
Keys Rutherford Peaceable Plea, and in 
tas Due Right of Presbyteries,and many 
more have wrimnen at large, and unan- 
ſwerably taking the Keys for [' Govern- 
ment or Paſtoral Adminiſtrations. 


* Mr. Norton-p. 45. | Sin per Ectle- 
fam Repreſenttaivam intuliigitur Eccleſia ta- 
us proprie difia, b. e, Eccleſia virtualis, 
vict-Eccleſia, Echifiam rireſentatam ſub- 
Jefiive rereſentans, atq; adto vi dilegatio- 
81s babens poteſtatem earum negotia exequendi 
jure Dei 3 boc ſenſu ſimpliciter ntgamus Ec= 
clfiam regr aſentativan. 

* ' Ratherford's Plea, p. 6. The Power of 
the Keys is given to the Church of Be- 
lieyers, as to the end, { for the Edifying - 

of the Body of Chriſt, Eph. 4. | 

P. 4. Their Power of Chuſing is a 
Power about the Keys, but not of the 
Keys :' Andit is commbn to all Belie- 


"vers who are nor to. rake Paſtors as the 


Market gocth upona blind hearſay, ec, 

It's commonly granted them, that the 
peopte regularly ſhould chuſe their Ofi- 
cers, where ſome unfirneſs of their own 
doth not forbid it; bur thar neceſſarily 


' they muſt conſent to 'his Relacion, or 


elſe he cannor_ Exercife. his Office on 


them. And it is granted them com- 


monly | according to Cyprian's words, 
that yl people alſo Rs a great hoo 
in the Rejetion of unworthy Paſtors 
and that in caſe they prove intolerable. 
and they have no more regular way to 
e them, after ſufficient patience 
and - warning they muſt forſake them. 
But. none of theſe are Afts of Church 


Government no more than for a Cor 
ration to chuſe the Major, or for the 


Servant while he is Free to chyſe his 
Maſter, or-a Scholar his School. maſter 
or a Patient his Phyſicion, or for the 
Soldiers to forſake a Traiterous Com. 
| mander 


| Ca6h Li | 
mander ehat would deiverup  heirlves deferibed to be & power of Rewitin 5 ind 
unto emy. It's one thing to ve Retaining Sins, annext to their Minifterial 
ny” uu ge en nog Miſsion, Fand there fore fach as belongeth 
Dr. Owen way at laſt againfi all Go-, - Bat. to priyate Men, "e2 
verning Power in the people, -and for '* Obj. x Cor; 5. 4, 13. The Church is 
fon to Satan, and to put'away the wicked perfan from among them. ] 4»/. 
That was bur Executioely, Paul having bimElf moſt 'folemnly palt rhe Sen- 
tence, V. 3,4. [For I verily as abſent in Body, but preſegt in Spirit, have 
judged already as though F were preſent. concerning him. that hath ſo done 
this-deed, ( Pawl you fee doth judge ; And that), in. the Name. of our Lard 
Feſus Chriſt, when ye are emgs together, and m Spirit, 4 Ying hp : 
doth he decree to do?) with the power of our Loxd Jeſus Gar It,; to deliver. 
ſuch an one to Satan, ec. ] which with the Excommynicatian,, it is.moft, 
probable contained a- Corporal miraculons, penalty. ( as Elings, Was. ſtruck 
blind, and 4nanias and Saphira dead, ec. ) fo, that [| 10/ Gyr] is the 
at that Paul himſelf reſolved to perform, at their meeting : The Texte 
E #/» xexerg. 79 872} is not [I have judged concerning him, ] but. CL Ogrs, 
Judged him 7] even [| mexbi'nac ny, myIrey, Kc. ] | ta delijper ſuch a one, J. Bur, 
if any will rather take {| deliveripg 7] here.ta,be the Churches aft than Pays, ' 
yet it is plain that it is after whe 3 a of Sentenge, or |, Condemnatign Þ 
az the Syriack hath it ; and therefore that 4t.ag Hur, I. The ſolemn. declara» 
tion, 2. And Execution of the ſentence already pat. - q 
2. But if Pau} bad left the Work to.them, he wrote .to, there wanld have. 
been no proof that the, Cenſure had been.comnutred, tg the, people; Here are 
two works.to be done :: 'The Sentence, -and the ogra TS &..1% gYaid-. 
ing Communion, -'&c: ) and 8ccotdingly two parts of the Church 'to . do. .it;; 
he Paſtors to Cenſure, and the people to Execute it,: by aftual avoiding. Or. 
putting away. Now if Paul write to an Organized, Governed Socyty. to: 
[ deliver to Satan and put-away] - no Man can hence prove that he-commut- 
teth the ſame parts of the work equally to all the parts. of the Society ; No- 
more than he can prove, if the Prince write to. this Burqough [7 to caſt oyt 
a turbulent Member. ] that he intendeth to equal che people with the Magi». 
ſtrates in the work, -br.to commit the fame part of the work to one as to. ano» 
ther : Bur rather it plainly importeth ,( and no'more_) that-every Man in his 
place obey the command. EE 2 Coe. Eg 
Obj. Matth. 187 Tell the Church] autborizzth the people. Avf. 1, It 
3s incumbent on the affirmersto-prove that it is the whole Body _ of the people 
that is there meant. And forme *rhink . this. Argument: diſproveth it, | Thar 
Church which muſt be heard,” muſt be told ( If be hear not the Church...) . But: 
the whole Congregation 4s not, the Church that is. tq be Heard ;. therefore it. 
is not the Ghureb thet is to. be: told, ]J The Majop ſeems plain, becauſe elſe- | 
the Equivocation inthe word {| Church ] would make the matter. nor.intelli-- 
ible, 'The'Minor they, prove,, becauſe the whole Congregation cannot _—_ 
| coins 1a ES 


? 
4 
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ſpeaking 5-If they be, then here's « word for 's Miniſterial Repreſentative 
urc $: 3: Y M pil a3 © > ? mY . 2169 = ; wv f7, " . : 

* 26 -But yer-fag ay Patt ſhall yiekbrhat it-is this' whole Congregation that 
.is here meant.chie inult boctold. | Bur'my anſwer then'is the ſame as the laſt 
a9 the laſtobjefted Text : Iris the fame'Chitreh that hath' Officers and, Peo.. 
ple, the-ſare Body: that hath Eyts, and Ears, 'and Hands : Bur it doth nor 


. follow;that 4hefars,- and Eyes, und Hands, are the fame Merhbers: Or if 


the Man have! command ito« Hear, - See, and -Work, that he is therefore 
commanded ',tao;.,do all theſe By 'the- fame Parts, © "The Church may: firſt 
Hear by heriOfhcers, and lſfly Hew#'by the Cangregated people, and Execute 
by. them,. and-yei not Cenfure or Adlminiſh, or Abſolve by them. All the 
Charch-muſt hegratlait; and each partdo itspropet work in caſting our, *' 
Arz. 2. If God have niade the Paſtors the 'Stewards, Overſeers, and Ru- 
lers of the Churches, conimanding theta tb Rule well, and the people to Obey 
them. as their Rulers, then is ir not-the*'people that God hath made the Rulers. 
But the; Antecedent: is expreſs, ' 1 Cor, 4. 12; Heb.'r 4; 7 17,24 Ads 20. 
28. 1 Theſ. 5. 12, 13. 1 Tim,'5\ 1. and' 3. I,S« 1 Pte5. 1,2, 3,5. I 
is 4ntolerable abuſe of Scripture to!ſuppoſe that it is. ſo ſelEcomradiCtory as to 
make. the ſane petſons.the Ruteriand the Ruled, and: to command them to 
obey others as their Ruders whony it would have to Rule them, and be obeyed, 
and to. conihand them to Rule well whom it would haye to be ſubjedt. | 
' M£18:::3+ (-To'be briefer in the reſt, ) This Doctrine of popular Rule 
deſtroyet»the very; Eflence of a Political Church : For as in-a-*Civil Political 
Body the* Pars:7mperans, 'and Pars Subiira are Effential to ir, fo are the Ru- 
ling and Ruled: parrin's Political Church : So that the Being is. gone, and the 
Body diffolved into:a' Community, - or tingoverned Company, if the Govern- 
ing-purt'de taken down';>As hefe it $: For thepeople are made Governours, 
whom God never: mide fo, ſo'indeed are norieg, And the Officers being a 
few to the people, des uae rt WO OE 
.' Arg-: 4. And thiscourle introdbctth 7 having deſtroyed that of Gods In- 
ſitytion ') >> New: Species of & Charech!- | |. | 


Goyeronieat ingcquired; ir being ſuch 4s! taketh'up with Miniſters, a greas 
part of their time, | - Wgw mo fD be Shri... 


.' .gfrg. 6. Andiit ſerteth up arhlndred and one, to:be Governours of nr Coml. 


AunICcarion, | 


»— ow 
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more ignorant and partial, and contradi&t God, ind: caff” viit in" Orthodox 


' Man as an Heretick ?.:By what Word of God are-the ſmaller number” bound 


to take them for their Rulers that can but get the caſting Voice? 


licy, weare here..in no danger, ;I 


Congregational party, butmay quie 
TAs <p FP: The Bodſhcen that: we-have to'do with 


real difference among us, : For, 


Bees But yer though ſome. dothus: differ from us inthe 'Ef-grialy> of Church® Po- - 


ink, *of 4 continued Yiſtatice' from! the 
y:be Recariciled, if indeed there be ary 


4 44 322 2nd expreſly rejeft-andi write againft this 
* See Dr. Taylor's 2d Difſwaſive very  Dotrine: as Browniſm C it 18: their- own 


well oh the Text, Dic Ecclefie. ..Mr-T... 
Goodwin, and Mr. Nye Pref. to 'Mr: Cot- 

tox's Keys, Þ. 5. | Tbid p. 4+ + id.” 
ibid p. 7 ON | 


Ir's no contemptible.” caſe that Mr. : 
Cawarey puts Review, P- 151. Are not , 


a company of Women with the Paſtors 
a true Church, having all things Efſen- 


- tialto-it? And have they. the. Ordain-, 
ng ,power by | 


ing, Admitting, Govern) ; 
Vote,or not ? If nor, then Js 1t, nar ina! 
Churah of Saints as ſuch, *bar ir+ the true 
Governours by Office,” or in none. | 
L muſt profeſs thar Seripture and Rea- 
ſon ſpeak ſo plainly that Paſjors are Gods 
Officers to Rule. Rulers muſt Rulc, and* 
the Ruled obey, that Tadmire that wiſe 
and'good Men can find - a temptation to 
err. in (© plain a'caſe. -' -: > 433 lt 


A Churchin a Prince's or Neblemans. 


Houſe, will conſiſt of perhaps a, Lord 


and Lady and their Children, anda hun- 


dred, or. two hundred, Servants: Now 
can any. Man think it agreeable / ro: Gods 
Word, that the Servants. becauſe they 
are the Major Vote, ( and the Children 


at Age with them ) ſhall queſtion, exa-” 


mine, and cenſure by. Excommunicatt- 
en their Parents and Rulers? / 


I's, a true and weighty Speech of : 7 


Mr. Cawdry, ib. p. 155. [ Theſe de- 
firuQtiye.- courſes' of Leyelling Church 


aud State, proceed from the placivg of 


a1 Power. Originally in the people—}-; 
Tr hath been madea Controverſic ih 


22te a Prince : Burt if h& own Family 


_ Jaſt and: meet) ſhonld be a Church, 


is nox ed b his own Servants out of that 


whave him Examined and Excommus 


amily..Church methinks ſhould'ſcem a 
katder cafe«c © © ©: | & hlcy Y 


by y 


: .-2; It 48-uſually confeſſed by-the' moſt 
.Leazned of them that the! Elders are the 


"— 


word )) *| which ſay they':[, doth im effe&t 


putithe chief ( if not-ithe 'whole '- of the 
[Rule 'and Government into: the: hands ' of 
the peoples. and drowns the Elders Votes, 


which are biit few, /in the 'Major Vore of 
theirs; :]-'And:they { give: unto the *E}- 


ders or Presbytery,.a binding .power” of 


Rule and Authority: proper and peculiar-to 
SAL KI. v4 


C } - 


Rulers; of the - Church, ( for 'the expreſs 


Scripture .cannot- be denied Y)' and that 


( ſay. they }) two arithree,' of c<ore'felet- 


ſons ſhould be: pur mro! ar: Offite; -and 


--be.rruſted with an intipe fntersſt oF Power 


for 4 njultitude, to--whidh thay multitude 
ought, by. a commiand-from Chrilt; ro be 


ſubjeR, -and abegient, as fo:an Orditiance - 


ro guide; thern, -in-'their: conſent,/ and''in 


- whaſe-ſentence the .ultimate formil-Mini> 
| ſtexial-Act;- of binding or loolipg- ould | 
conſiſt : /T'his power muſt. needs be eſteem: - 


ed and acknowledged in theſe few to have 
the proper Notion: and CharaQter | of "44. 
thoriy ,.. 1n compariſon -of that "Power 


: (which-muſt , yet: concur with-*theirs:J 
., that is in..a whole, Body or. nulticudeC of 


Fher Biſhops or Paſtors may Excommus . 


Men, which have a greater'and nevret 


few. are ſet-as;:Rulers, |]. And avlong 


- as thep confeſs that the  Baſtors: are the 
Rulers and the people muſt:obey; Frhink; 


in. ſenſe we, are-agreed. ' 


. - 


ivtereſt in thoſe Affairs; over which theſe. 


_ the Power of the Keys are in the Church 44. 


114 cum tali officioreſt ab Eccleſia : : Chriſtus confert authritatens illi perſona quam 


| deprive the Church of: the very life of all that Edification and Confolation.. 


[29 Þ 


3. And rhough miny of them ſay that nk Keys', p- 


or people, yer they! uſually rell us that it is 
but Provide bo Liberty rg tos, h 
mean by Power and by Keys, and that as M20 LIEU 'be 
diſtinQ from Amboricy th das it is but” NG phe PT s* 
a miſuſe of Terms,. and a falle Expoſition sf a Text, that they are guilty! of, 
rather — Error in the thing - om pg; | 

And * they Iſo that this 5. , -. _ - 
ch. of the or courier irons ". Jid. ib. p. 3: Nettev pegs 74 75 
diately from Chriſt ( in reſpe&tof a mediation of delegation or dependance 
oneach other ) and are the firſt Subjes of the power allotted ther. 7]. * They _ 
fay that {the Office of ReCtors 1s received immediately from Chriſt, and to 
be exerciſed.in the Name of Chriſt ] and that | it is the Deſignation of the 
perſon that.is from, the Church, but the Application cf the Office from Chriſt. 
Mr. Noxtow:addeth, p. 75. [_ Diſtinguendum accurate inter officium ipſum, © 
conjunttionem-perſone cum officio : Officium eſt # Chriſto conjunttin talis perſo- 


eligit ad bec munus,) &: quaſi preſentat Ebriſto Eccleſia, ] that this 18 the very: 
truth, ſeppoſing Ocdination alſo to have its place )) I have manifeſted Diſpur.. _ 
of ma | | bo | 

+ The truth *.zs, the people have not the » 7,1;;54» 4 corcendo den Ii. 
leaſt. degree :of- Governing Power : (but - bus, 7 eh : Fuca, die 


each man- of Sel-goyernment, and Parents, —_ anon pre p _— an —_ eſt 
AR "ol" 7 . ' Peſiounm: icham. de obediendo wil non 
and Maſters of Family-government) It is 51 lubdiconins... Os Penis: ar 


Chrift that appointeth:Minilters as his Am- ;;,1;6.5 unufouiſy. dread; om die. 
baſladors, Soren and Officers, and con- CR HRT Prejugiegts. offeiem die 
mandeth them to ſpeak in his Name and 

ſtead, :and the. people to hear and obey him in them. $9 that the gainſaying. 
of this. Fruch, would be of unſpeakable injury to the Church ; (Beſides what 
is forementioned) 7: It would rob Chriſt of his Government , which is exer-- 
Ciſed by . his. Stewards and Miniſters; ' 2; . It will engage the godly: people in- 
Rebelliov, \) 3.. Yea, and in Uſurpation of this Government, 4; And it will” 


which they ſhould have by the Miniftry, This is our Joy in Baptiſm,'thae; 
as we deliver up our ſelyes or Children to Chriſt, fo Chriſt there /by his Autho- 
rized; Miniſter aQually receiveth us or-them. This: is our Joy in the Lord's 
Supper, that Chriſt by his Auchorized Miniſter, faith to us, | Take ye, Ear ye, 
Thus is my Bady, &c.) and «Ctually celivereth himſelf to us.*- This is our.. Joy. 
w Miniſterial Preaching of the Goſpel, . that by-a ſpecial Officer Chrift pro-, 
claimerh to us the offer of free Pardon-and Eternal Life, This is our Comfort” 
in Miniſterial Abſolution (hich ſhould be as-Solemn as Excommunication F - 
that Chriſt by-his Meflenger doth pronounce us pardoned. by name, and rc-. 
ye us into Mercy and,Church Communion-, ſuppoling.that our Lam 


Ee Ler—————_T_— ; 
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| Vette we profes it; And fo this is the texrour of Excommunication ; that 
*Chrift by liis Officer doth pronbunce men bound, and: bind rhem over to an- 
- . {wer ir at his Bar, and caft them by bis Sentence out of his Houſe, If you make 
all theſ& ro'be but humane Adminiſtrations,; they aremate vaingi': tony + 2. 
. - And therefore blame nor the Pretbyterians if ghey\ hive been jealous of Chriſt's 
Intercſt, and his peoptes Comfort, and the life;and honour. of all the Ordinances 
"performed by the Miniſter, Bur yet the peoples Liberties are ſerured, and the 
'Conpregational Brethren may have their delires. For who will deny-that the 
Miniſterial Government being not Coercive-by external force, the people there- 
fore mult conſent, of elſe we cannot.govern thein,'- We can lay'an Obligation 
on them from God (e, g, to avoid fuck a Heretiek)+ but we candor force them 
to obey it : And therefore there 'can be no executive Excommuynication, that 
is, Avoiding of the Offenders, without the:peoples confent:! 'But' this' is their 
Sin, when they anſwer -not the Command of God , and not their Power to 
Govern, We grant alſo that they are.not to be blindly led, and-take all care+ 
lefly upon their Paſtor's words; but muſt have (ordinarily)* cogniftnice of rhe 
caſe before a perſon be caſt out and they obliged to avoid him': $6 that they 
have a Fudicium Diſcretionis, as the Paſtors have the Fudizium Directions. Bur 
yet (as I, have ſhewed in Pref. to the Reform, Paſ},) the finful diffent of the 
people will not alway diſable or excuſe the Paſtors from their part, 'If « man 
be proved an Heretick, and the Major Vote of the people do abſolve him; in 
"ſome caſes, it may be the Paſtor's Duty, openly to pronounce him a Heretick, 
and (if impenitent), unfit for theCommunionof the Church, and to bind hin 
over to God's Judgment, and charge him to depart , and the Church to avoid 
him, If the Church will not do their Duty (by confenting;) that will not al- 
way excuſe me from mine (which is this now deſcribed ).”” Yea, and in the 
execution I will do wy part, and leave them in the guilt of omitting theirs : 
that is, I will avoid familiarity with him, and will not perſonally give him the 
. Sacrament, and if he intrude and rake it, I will .openly diſclaim tim {5 Other- 


- 


3/1 conſent, Forall this is but the Preaching | of God's. Word:about avoiding He- 
| Boi! | reticks (or other Offenders) and applying it to this caſe (ſuppoſing the Mitter 
11981 of FaRt paſt donbr.) 2. And theh a Major-Vote might wafrant me and'the 

Wi! Minorpart to break the expreſs Commands of God, »(and ſo:make a God of a 
1! 08 inning -people )::. For God ſaith '| A man that is an Herrick reje&t : wich ſuck 
| | a one Eat not: Keep/not company With-him, tliar he anay'be aſhamed : Frotn 
SI | ſuch turn away, &c,] And may 1 diſobey all theſe:expyels Commands), if the 
Majoraty be but againſt them ? May I give him perſonally the' Sacrament , or 
Abſolye him, or be familiar with -him; &c %:. Indeed,” x | I would not forfake 
rhe Church, nor make a Diviſion init from every'ſuck' Miſcarriage ; but when 
[' Thave done my own Duty, leave the guilt.on them, if they refuſed to do theirs, 
117! 2- And1 would not ſo much as paſs the Sentence, or do what I have before 
[||] aid, in caſe it might by breeding a Divifion do more hurt than good in the 

Church, (forno Duty is at all times a Duty), but would be*ton'tented ſoberty 
| to 


wiſe, 1, I muſt not Preach and apply-God's Word , unleſs 'the*Major Vote . 


Pl 


- Coa1J | 
to hays entered.ivy Diffat 3 ta free wy elf from rhe proples Sin!" 3f, And 
upen theſe 1camas, we will grant's 'uſe of Voting in F on: Church. Fu: 
wauld have as little need of it as { could): Though we' will ackno ledge 09 
Geverning Votes, yet for Peace. and Concord we will acknowledge that in 
things indifferent a Minor part ſhould ſubmit to the Major part : For in order 
to. Unity , a Majority ſhould have -force , though among 'Subjedts in order 
of Regiment, Ten thouſand have no more Authority (I mean, Fs Regend:) 
than one. .. \ £4 | 

And both in Recciving,RexCting and Abſolving Members, as the Gayerning 


Power is only in ihe-Paſtars, when the Pcople are to obey, and whoare bound 


by office ta.attend an the' Work, ſo it is plain thatthe obligation to Obedicnce 
bindeth the People to ſubmit to the Direion and Judgment of their Paſtors, 
if they know them. not ta'go agaigſt ihe Word of God, And if the People do. 
intruſt the Qtficers or any Delegates of their own in Conjun&ion with them, to 
judge of thoſe that are to be taken in or caſt our, or if their own incapacity 
diſable them fram a ſufficient diſcuſſion of the caſe , or their bufinefs allow: 
them not ſo: much leiſure as the work requireth, they are bound to acquieſce 
in the. judgment of their Rulers, I prove” it ad hominem (the Nature of Go- 
vernment and Obedience;proving it undeniably adrew). It a Minor part -(as 
99-.)-:44 bound. (by your-qwn opinion) to ſubmit to the Major part (as 100) 
that yet - have n6:Governing Power , when they difſear themſelves (and fo- 
captivate their Conſciences to a vulgar Vote), much more fhould the People in- 


| a caſe not; underſtaod (where Confcience therefore bath nothing againſt the 


Sentonce,) ſubmit to the judgment of the Stewards of Chriſt whom he hath com- 


' mandedthem)as their Rulers to obey : But the former is their own :: Therefore. 


I conclude this (on which I have been larger in Reafoning, becaufe of the 
weight of it) that here is no: room for any other Reconciliation, than to ſee 
our Agreements; and to. leave each other to the Liberty of praftifing according: 
to the ſmall diflerences of our Judgments, We. age agreed that the Paſtors are _ 


the Rulers, and the people the Ruled that muſt obey; and that the people 


mult be governed as rational free Agents, and have a Freedom from Arbitrary 
Government, and from all Commands or. Sentences that are contrary to the 
Word of God, but ,not a-Freedom from Obedience;nor from the Blefling of P4- 
ftoral Condut, And weare Agreed that, in order to Unity, the Major Vote- 
in lawful things muſt be fubmitted to : and that a Miniſter (having entered 
his diſſeat) may forbear ſuch reproofs or cenſures of a Heretick or Impious man; 
as would break the Peace of the Church, and do more harm than good, becauſe: 
of the peoples finful adhering to him ; ſo be it, they own-not the fin it ſelf, - 
nor do thus ordinarily to the excluding of Diſcipline; For then I would leave- 
that perple. What farther need then of a.Reconciliatian in order to our Com- 
munion? If any. will not take in, or caft out a Member without the peoples 
Major Vote, let them take their Liberty :- And if any. people: had rather-truſt” 


their Paſtors and Delegates with this Care, and will-more acquieſce in their” 


Judgments; till they. ſee cauſe to ſuſpe2t them, let themalſo have their Liber-- 
+ Z ty; 


— 


- —_— . 7. 


paſtors and people conſent in theſe or circumſtantial thingy, it little con-! - 
.cerneth Afociated Churches, Let this therefore be unmentioned and 'we are” | 


li 
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Chap. VIII. Difference VI. 


ba: HE ſixth Difference is, whether a Paſtor of one'Church , may do the'- 


work of a Paſtor in other Churches when he hath their conſent and call ? 


Some have made a ſtir about this, and dream'd that a Paſtor may Preach our 


of his. own Church but only-as a private man, and therefore may not Baptize, 
Adminiſter the Lord's Supper, or exerciſe Diſcipline in any other Church, But 
the Learned and Sober part of the Difſenters, are become - Conſenters in the 
moſt of this, fo that here is little work for a Reconcilement. For they confeſs 


| thar Miniſters may as_ Miniſters Preactr' 


| See Mr. Norton at large poi thara 'and Adminiſter the Sacraments to other 
Miniſter of a particular Chorch., may. Churches, Indeed they ay , that this is 


Curators; x Bey pod rod ME only Charitativ2,not Autboritativ?, Herein 


alſo by virrue of hisCalling, exerciſein they miſtake : For though ſuch have nor 
another Church the a&s of his Office, a fared Authority over ansther Church, 


Charitative non Authopitative,p. 96. c. 6, 
Of this ſee my Diſput. of Ordinarion, 
and 3d of Epiſcopacy.. 


yet-have they a temporary | Authority , as 
they are called. For he that hath wy Call 


pore to exerciſe that Office, hath Authority toexerciſe it, and doth exerciſe an 


. Authority (for the Office effentially is an Authority.) . But every true Miniſter” - 


of Chriſt that pro zempoye is called to the Miniſterial work in another Church, 
hath an Office (which is Authority) and a call to exerciſe it. Therefore, 

But faith Mr. Norton, p. 83.. [Hence it would follow either that there are 
occafional and partial Miniſters pro termppore, or that the ſame man is the fixed 
Miniſter of many Churches at once , or that he is not the Miniſter of that 


Church where yet he hath Miniſterial Authority.] 4»ſ. None of all theſe 


will follow : But only this, that he that is cither a ſtated Mimfſter in the Church 
Univerſal, or alfo a fixed Paſtor of a particular Church, may alſo be the tempc- 
rary Paſtor of another particular Church. As a fixed Phyficion of one Hoſpital, 
or Schoolmaſter of one School , may upon « Call both Charitative &- Autho- 
ritative, be for a Day or a Week the Phyſicion of another Hoſpital , or the 
Schoolmaſter of another School. Ir is a contradiction to ſay, [ He may exer- 
ciſe his Office, and not Authoritatively.] 

Obj. But faith Mr, N, the Miniſter of this Church, is not the Miniſter of 
another Church by the conſtitution of the Holy Ghoſt, by whom every Mini- 

. er is tyed to one certain Flock, ] : | 


Anl, 1. 
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and Power of Office, and a Call pro term- 
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ur omen Eicleſiam,” At; Se. ]- What need we more? Epps gry 
£ ls taathority » Then Fknow not whar' ag 

| eh na On; Fo Imperial or 

P _ ſubordinate ers is ker 


uy HakGk to hhdes our Contcanaieg, = Sodin 
Fin Sub \ caney 3 nn 5 thar is, the'termporary exerciſe ofthe .Minifterial 
(Office z/t0'the World, or to other :Churches according: to their. ! 
n, If yer herebe any. biflerence in Principles , ler them that think 
: no: Power out cheir Congregation, pradtce necondingly 'At 
* ome : Let them give: arc ot Ig this,” th Ll Wins, TIL 
4 Inced not hinder 4 Ph rar reg 1.4200 5 23r 
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= mics Cha «Di erence. 


4 _ HE watt Difference hs wt we nd + A particular Chick ey EX= 
2 in 1: erciſe all Governnient-and: Church Ocdinances within: it ſelf, -withour 
rage to gg of ny other as extrinlick APR Ng os Go- 


; be This is | Pleaded for by the Independents-in day cxlins ( WA". Mr, Cot- 
$2 vwns the'Netne of Independency , ers 239 P.29.'5 39 fanhbheg: rr Church 
ts Fw: particular Congregation," Eiders and Brethrem, and walki 
"> 'the/ Truth 'andPeace of che 'Goſpal;, as it 18)the fiſt ſybjeAt of all pos 
, Power, needful tobe exerciſed: within it; ſelf $86 itis-Independent-upowany 
ther (Chucrch-or Spriod) for theexercifing:of rhe ſame], 'Some »of- the Epiſ- 
4 opal and. Presbyterians deny them this, and-affira, that Synods are a'Superiour 
5 fower, and that- particular - Congregations without the-lower fort. of Synods 
__ Claſſes op not Excommunicate ,: - 4bat in an'ordinary Pa 


= bath'ta groin, of:any on nn 
14] Sentence of a Synod, for 
rot faith hoj Eecheſia litig ans non digat, that 


to away | of Fruth-and. Peace ; io 
is, if-Chriſt. ERS : 


8 particular Church a Promiſe to bind and lon what they. i: 4 


. 8n&looſe om Earth,  cnadey agree together, -and. agree in-/ his. Name.,: then 
ſuch-a'Church is in.their Proceedings, 2s do fail in either: For - | 
all the Do rar: omen £Y, Thekki that-Pronuſe, Hig 7 
ye.bind on bound in Heayen; &c. The fifth Corllary affinneth, = 
char: [Though the Chureh of a particular C conkifting- of. Elders | 

and: walking with 2. foot inthe Truch/and :Peace-of the | o 


| 
:Ghſpeli be-the feſt ſubject of all Church Power ncedful'to: be exerciſed: within .. 


it feif, [and conſequently be:-independent from any other Ghurch or Synod inthe 


uſe. of its. Yet irs 4 ſafe; and: wholcſom nnd: * boly-Qrdinance of Chriſt, for 


ſuch particular Churches to j5yn together-inrcholy. Covenant or Cammunion, 
and Confolation_(Confociation or Confultation F. fs 

10-adminiſter :all-their Church Aﬀairs (which are of- 
common coneernment) not. without common Conſultation and - Conſent of 


other Churches about them. - 'Now:Church' Afﬀajrs-.of weighty and difficult - 


ang common concernment, - we account to be, the EleCtion. and Ordination of 


Elders Excommunication:of.an Eldery 1or.any.perſap of. Publick: Note/ 
'Employment ; the tranſlation of anEider framove _— 
*like, in which caſe-we conceive it ſafe and: wholeſorm, and an Holy Orginaoce, 
te, proceed with common conſultation and conſent, ] And ſo he progeederh ., 
diſtmaly.zo prove this, 1:;Safe. 12+ Wholfam; 3, An Qrdivence, adding. © 
this-Cautipn, wbich we accept/! E] how that abju Gonſogintion of Churches - bw 
"be.not pervertedy! ether to the ogpptethon: 0 = 
Journey comer ach 
- wth afairhful | 


ionof the juſt-Libertpand 
cies Gif 5-who-being woll ſupplied 


oevers-ift dejermining. ſuch, Aut ite as 


” 


-Ghyrehto another, orhe- | 


vyte 1r-0w/n, do walk in. their-integoity,,. 
 nccyrdingeo the Truth-and Peace he Gull. [Let Synods -have their juit-- | 
' Authority in all:Ghurches, Ki: 
a7e req ire for rhe: RGoeione all-Chriffs Churches according: to-God!,., Bur | of 
mathe Eleftionand Ogdination Sapad cenſure ob@lkagers|etis foliar - oF 
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- So Sting OAGHS ASD? ns 


4 [3x hs 
K © tec nd in ln roi, wikinteiccomtbt: ad} auf bin 
kan when they ſee & pertcokg Ghanliai FT here abert 

Y Power ani Bur ler then noe pur. ft oth Powered DR. by 


or iabeny Gofpel=s plead wow wy 
4 | of their Liberties ,/ and direct in .the. fa} (lv of: thees;, bo ror 


thernſe{ves ſhoukd be willing ]-So alſo before, "he faith 
Cl Prod! caſe z particnr Church be diſturbed with with i bg ei 
| Iaie the maintained: by a FaRion-- - therns-- Now' a qv 


Churches, 'or of their 'Meflengers, is the - firſt- Subject of char-Power and Ait- 

thotity whereby" Errour 'is judicially ' corvinerd and "ther truth 

 ſehrched ourand. deterrmned, - ard the way of "Fra nd Pee dhe, -ahl 
upon: the Churches whichhe proceeds to prove. " | 

And: Dr. Geodwin und) Hir-Dhe.in theft Prelaco appr appro pof this; aying 

that theſe Synbds have- ſu'tue meaſiire of Power commi 

and: 10ned/"ro- , and” are furniſhed ; not. ty Sith == tiles 


5 
> K) 


7 -counſet and advice,' bat Further, pon ſuch: oetaions with's Mitiiſter Power 
i _ Authori _ to determine, declare and enjoyn ſuch. op may: 
ris'e right order and peice, } © F.. 
" hd whereas they put it imas caution, that Joe Spin may obf'xbutis 
£7 municate; 1 anfwer, thar-as long us they grant that” wo Hr renoutice Gom- 
27 munion with ſuch a Church; and DoQtinally apply tot tf Portion, and 
uy enjoyn the peophh to avoid the Aur At Offend 
he Scriptures: to-chemy wave. rele we*have no mind to*di 
L= ee oats Day ally egried-b hs bob inf Bi 
6:9 conclude therefore, that we are ma m t 
i is EE Pon Commuaidy, rt pres > 
: CE x pate 4 romg wn is ha egire of er Bo error, ot 
elſe ler all wo own in t Patti 4 _=_ es 
| pd (6 Concordant Practice: ny Fd that 
& think 'Synods-are the proper Superiour Gavenoun of p bas the Paltorsof 
© Churches yea, and the Ordinary Governours « Others my ke Fnrcky 
© greaot:ricceffiry, nor. 47 Ordnance God 3-bur yet 242 
Z for Peace be uſed. others (that IF evink are in the truth) may Sik thar 
} Synods are not the dire Governours of the particular Paſtors, but are God's 
2} Ordinanceforebe Commiion of Churches, and fo indirety bind in lawful 
? | Agreements, both as-6u# own Conſents oblige us, and is God's general 
7 mandof doing ull-rhiags in Unky%and: py nn no mis doth anigare.t ele | 
” + Agreements. Let us impoſenone of our here ag'others ;' but, Agi 
7 £2 hold Communion in Synod, for ration, and Cotroboratlon, and 
, _ Gly tiks: ends of. Gommunioiy as "Mer:Co):obmentioneth ;* and to'be accoun- 
/ table co the Brethien'iw-caſts of offence, ſo'far as to tender them due farisfiQion, 
| and hear their vor _— In'a'word, let us but” mainrain chat 
2 


—_ ——— — 


L Mu % Fa We 6% ; & "fbape nt $3: 21> al 
h we free be bound) 16 Alateriane 2”: 
£5 berly rity,&'the: Coomminiion of Saints, 4 
_ andet the | ring the Work God; of:-comnion Goncernment;: = 7 
fat OR __ bind-your ſelves to: nt ey ye 2 
by Dy ety 2,and you're already bound to.by: 6's 6 11+ T5 i 2 
Ls Bu crhaps. it we aflocige. with you's" you. will be Agthryos & 
I be the Major. pat. 9h Cit, we: diſpleaſe-you, our-Commu» # 
to our iſarace,Þ-Avf, t Phe Churches Can paſs as diſ- } 
ce on you, . if: youlceme not-neer them, as if; you jayned with i 
them... a Semen i vo. doubt rake-+it to; be their -Dury); ifehep b have 
xroof of the Hereſiry,or Seanlaof any -Noghbour Miniflr; (aggravated by 8 
eerl apang v foes Tg tou o1 re ah; to =D jab 3K 
. prope of the danger, ,If-you joys with us,.:you. af. more 'dtape fuch 
'C -»q or njrins Refi , than, by: keeping Gor" familiarity 
kn th .Loye : and-your preſence: may awe many,. poleghrery/ory-agrs' 8 4 
} - 1d. got-; be. 5; gar __ 5 if - they had- nx heard; you: ſpeaking for b} 
ur felv 21543 | bb. 
Jour HE ou haves pportuniry to! prevent ſuch, abuſe as your fear in 3 
Yar terms of ent the L 10 8311:135 23:45 3 nw Di, 
2: Surely Brethren, chat ſo E value our: Contaanias; fi the Char: | p I 
ches Peace, w be haſty 1 to Arr rgry renders row; Ki # 77501 : i F1 
— 46. By thei, ccepting you , they. are engaged.not-ta:Reject. —__ FF Hobs any 
- pin ion or PraQtice which-they, knew you ity when they: Accepred'you : | 
For if it were not of weight to hinder you Reception, it T3 not! be bf: weight i F 
to ſe yaur Rejection,.- - 7! pos EY CCRT 441 
"Bb; "But wader the. Name of Con L of oGhurches , you ſeems to: fo wp 
a « Foun Ghch uhh a Dijeplive Es taki g in ond rafting ute. Be 
ort, P 43-. epreſen- wo __ e 1hng 4 aa 
eativa on £ot arione, cat fog woukienat s.:nor do. you: _ this Y. | 
"HP EEE. 60.18. Jf-the Fhingrally.ws what: you 
i Feel & libertate Ec- |. mean+by+a Church.:-;IF: ſychira'. thing 
ſetova, rom agneſcim.  '. 28. you ue ae re to be; we doaythat 28 
. we ſet-up-ſuch;a Church... But-if you will 5 
call the Oo and Delegates of the Churches, met;for: Commiunion., by: the - N 
| Mas £2 a Lc, you may. uſe. your Liberty: we, hold this Communion: for ': 5f ; 
$4 ie an your "own, grecited, words allow. : as Ce is bue © p: 
zo as you may; allow. 56 op 4tog7!: 6: 
es Mr. Norton's yet larger Conceſſions, FI, es CRealefes arch Ml 
tulaves rut | igr fe tnixe Pp 440 -eis: cate. Communes q | 
ermmii w Eccl fiarum, i © tals 765 que omnibnii Ecoleſire-particularibus Conimu: - FA f 
es is quamus: ermediare 1am fon. Eccleſia tangunts ut ſine Dofrs =" 
v1, s i wWearionth | 
>. 4 
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"00. | th 
med miſo : "Ra gn, ſalutari } boe; remedio.non .peſit.. 
ietatis & Concordia Chrifti iane  deiriepento,, News, 
iHqu ut us : yay, '{& 712, DB-cl-fi & all rufus * reformat alumnus ante Hyge- 
mem Grotium, negavit Synodos efſe neceſſarias : quibus nos igang; libenter pro- 
fitemur, ſequentibus fret: rationibus. 1. A Natura duce ; Cujus dictamine in. 
Crntroverſis di ffeilioribus & grandioribui 4 judicio inferiort ad, precellentins con- 
fugimus. Hine jus appelatiqnunt in WF @vioribus, ab inferiori ad ſuperiorem” 
ſententiam.-' Parker : Cum in aus, + Fo rſongs Ecelefraſftics mult lites orian- 
Thr, jus x en neceſſarid. WA uns -neget 2. ationes ſunt jur. 
Divi, & naturals AX: in omnt [ietate", 4 Im dum 1 neceſ[aria 2, propter mulrg- 
1 "Judicurs m1 & pfierantianm. 2. 4 fine Congili—3 Wy $731 


15:0 Wage oor in Synodie,; ; Wnide ; oxcorars, JUR VII) 3-0 Bai urn r14, Cum dofirne 

O''191 bre# prob thtiir #2" muiters* fn aatens | 7h, | "Eeble fits, ; particularipu us 0 , 
ſententids proprize incederd Ticer; nullh babita wiciarum ratione, quars facile in. 
pits &* difdia abiturz Jant 7 "6,5.4 fruffu adminift ationum ue ft ceteris . 
= big conſe ientibus fian; » Jpes oft tram fore. tficaces: fon | a entientibus the, 

uh ne Seſegcts, font, E.g. in caſu't CM FT oe nts .compr( 

p ommmbniCarns ar argtiru ui ab /ommibu, dijudfeath uibu 7 
Pagi 118" Qhdtennr" rticalarer Eccl/iz. ft Tue Flr 


R:' Login 'Sy eretis' kb omibus HE J. majors Fo, bclefrarums 
receptts, & a TY Pratt Chriftiano plenrs vh Jedekr' Particulares 1 ; cchfia. 
acquieſeere', 1,” Sub | piricidb"veatus ordinit "public mm 2, Sub pens wn. 
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. to the © Eid the World in the ordinary wo of 1 | 


rity you may.with Peace end Ow and' 


. elſewhere,” | : 


+ Is 4 
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HE Eighth Rippoſed Difference is , "about Private mens » Preaci :. and 
it hath tws Parts. -2. Whether Private men, way Preach in the { urch? 
2. Whether the Church may ſend them our 2s private: men 'unordained;, to 


m_ i the Pariſhes, of Englend, or to the Heathens or Unbelievers ? 


The ay rene deny nor-but Private rhen may Preach in ſome caſes, Nats 
thar fear God ds defire any to bufy their Talent, nor would hinder men from 
doing the Work: of Ged, But they would have bonus bene, God's Work done 


in God's Order, On theſe Conditions we allow Private men to Preach. ' r, if 


they do it but ex. Churitate, and pretend not tothe Miniſterial Office. . 2. And 


if they do it rs /5o2 not as men-ſeparated to that work as their Calling 


(for then they ' iniſters i indeed while they diſclaim it in Nate, 3. 
they do it' not xetdleſly, to a proud oftentation 0 DO DEONGs but only ro 
Abler Men, or Miner are not te be had t weighty 
cauſe, 4. if they make not themſelves the Judges of their own [2 but ex- 


pet the Ap rroþation of the judicious, faithful, concordanc Miniſters that know 


them. f they undertake no more than” an can perform, and ſuppoſe nee. 


0 rey yend. their Knowledge, ror 


we 42 fitter 6+ (he are,. 
Fr EN he W A G 


Church to ety without s C Alf eps y.iwithont the Paſtor 
7. If they do it not unſeiſonably when by Bending they are. hkely ro.do:more 


hurt than good. 8, If in.the manner, ſeaſon and continuance =, ſubgic to. 


Ty Guidance of the Paſtors of Fry hurch (if.it be more maar dinary Teach- 
L.acher ch azevery able. Maſter of a Family: may: - With-cheſe 
tlons we- chit than Vet men thay, Preach:Mapy:Epilcopal Divinesgrant 

it: And the Presbyterians « ermit 3t_.in.. their -ExpeCtants that are. 

| red op or the Miney. A Mat bon th Coramet the Bern by 
Conference ; And interlocutory. Prem p truly. Pre Edefiis and 
iu converted the Indians, ' Alexander Bilbo =p -and 7hey- 

Hiftus of ns, maivtgined Origen, s Xe ng ile he was a Private wan : | 


ruſt: not themſelves into any. 


* ſet Pawlipug to proach af. 


— Cnr" 
gs aCh beige che ae | bf Alaren- 
4a reprehended-them, dfÞumiag ic to be an unknown-caf, ther: ai Layman 
"as peri 7 wo rr aries Arg br off rm 
Kammpies 07 @ Bigop iaat required. to teacy,- ane, of Cajust 
we, and of Auicu: that fer Theodorus to: teach at 
Symadoram; And; (Gith:DroFalke, Demetrins himſelf doth ſeem to allowy char 


- 


when no Biſh5p was preſent, a Layman might.preach,.:Euſeb. Hit, 4j. 6.45 20. 


But that every proud ynworthy Man, and every'ſeducing- Heretick, ſhould 


foo may 


preach, yea and thruſt himſgf-into_[gther Mens Charges, 'or that: any! (hould | 


raus Uſuepation; . *. 


preach helides the forementjoned:Rules,.. this we deny, . and cake it for a dange- 


denieth ordinary private: Men-:t© Propheſie,”.mierpreting - x: Cor;/ 344 34% of 


extraordinarily Gifred Proplicts (of, which: fed his Keys; pag20, tx.) thar - 


Mr, Goodwin'and Mr. 1Vyethought meet to-ifignifie ſome: Diſſent,” Pref,. p- 6:: 
| And yetithey grant, . that this-muſt be: performed by private /Men, {| 1,; Only - 
Qecglionally, not in anordiniary. Courſe. 2.,-By Men: of fuch + ies 95 are 


fie for Ofiae. - :3.- And.oot aflumiog this of themſelves, but \judged" ſuch by 


thoſe that have the power, and ſo allowed and deſigned to it. And; 


&- 
8 theirDpdrigebe ſibjeRed, ( for the-jugging of it }-in +an elpecia} manner, , 


to the Teaching Elders-of that Church. -J---And I think; that this is: enough'to 


Ggvibe, that here we ſhall have.no cauſe of s breach with them; . Mr. Nortow - 


ſpeaks to the Came purpoſe, pag. 12.3, I24, 1-25-and joins with Mr, Cottces- 
in-denying Proph wo. private Men, and expounding b Cor, 14.; of extraor-' 


dinarty; Gifred Prophewonly.: In this therefore) DaGrinally we agree.” 


-+2 But the ſecond emath :the more- dangerous-1dffcrence » Phar: their - 


Ln 


Churches ſhquld:prefumeto Ent abroad Preacheronat;jn-Office; 'for-the' Con: - 
ver{ion of Souls, 'by:ſ&ting them apart:to thatowork; '2nd directing: ob allows - 


ing thew. to be ſtated Ordinary. Tcachers. - Their! excuſes are, that Paſtors - 


aye proper: to particular Churches ; and it 4s :not- into; Churches 'but Pariſhes 


that rhep ſend them; riot ta Rule or Teach a Charch, .bur ro Convert Souls : 


and gathes Chijrches. -: {47 Bur, - 14 It is -nat<your. calling -Pariſhes '{ no 
Churches, ] ;that-makes.or proves themcnone.. \ 'Youute-not the Judges, when. 
they profeſs: themſelves Churches, '-! If others fend: Men to +preach''in your 
Ohurches, it will not excuſe them-with you, if they: face pou down thar they 
gre no,Churches,. and thereforethey may preach inchem,. 2.- Bur ſuppoſe they 


| were all Heathens, you have never yer piraved 'thar zo-be a ſtared Preacher for 


their Converſion, 18 not- to - be > arr an eo Officer, .-Contrarily, 


I; In the days of the:Apoſiles and ghcir:bejporsy"iciwas part. of the Office - 


ofa Miniſter, ( yea andof the chief; | 
Canverfion. of unbelievers, and gathering Souls.to- Chriſt ;- But 'the- Office ' of 
the Miniſtry 1s noaw-the.ſame as then... Therefore:.: : | : , 


2+. To-go and Teach, .and-Difciple thei Nations is as truea part'of the- Mis - 
piſters Commiſſion as to reach the Church ( 494th. 28, 19..) Therefore ir is - 
RE 


- 


netcommon to private Mzn... 


) 20; be: ſtared: Preachers ' for the 


a 


CO LL. 
- -x33:Ocdinkry Baptizing'is #6 worletor private her ns D 
ing.” The reaſon of the"conſcqueticeſs,"' '7.5Beraule they /areconjoyrjed'1w 
the Minſterial Commiſſion,” (Marth; 28:19.) -2; Becauſe if Paſtors go' not 
abroad'the World with theſe private Men to preachot6ttnfidels; then when: 
they.have/converted any they muſt be unbaptized-tills Paſtors Tar"'Eome* to 
then: W hichis contrary to all Scripture ex thaviBapriſin' ſhoutd "beſo 


: long: delayed' after Converſion! ordinarily.” "77 PÞ Aa) %:0 2 Q* 43.44 


/-4/i To be foparated'torbe Goſpel of God, is chiefs part of ” the deſcription 
ofa:Miniſter '{'by Office Y-Rom."1; 17 But rheſ&iprivate ' Preachers are' by 
the::Churches ſeparated to the Goſpel, of '-God*"('by: right-oft by: wrong 
therefore they are made Miniſters by Office. Indeed the firſt 'objeRt 'of the 
rye Miniſterial Office" (in order of mature?) 'is'the uncalled Workt;/ nd the 
calling ofthenvis as:Eminent-a part'of their Office'as preaching 120 +a' Chureh, 
- .''Thivis themwoſtj Eminent” Evangeliving, to” deelare rhe Glad-rydings"'of 
Salvation tothe World?! Atd this is 'the preaching 'that| requirert! ſending; 
Rom, ne ymgers toro eps og Ems progeny 
ſpecially:did the Apoſtles layout themſelves,../ And:not only they, but* Apollo, 
Zeke Hark, Timthy,Titas, Silas, and-abundanceof 4he chickeft Miniſters 
of Chrifth- 4k tf is hore leh bog a bilgheut Fog arent; Mi EN GOT Den? 
- Bur:yer we have:no matter to'excuſe a Diviſion-or:Alienation, front" this 
Difference. -For, :'x, Jcannot'/prove. it a "Difference: between the "Parties ? 
For I knoy not: that the Congregational Party-have owned? and eſpouſed the 
Opinion which 4 here oppoſe; though ſome ular perfong do : And theres 
fore. | do not- charge it onithem;;, '2/ If they+did;" yet Infidels are {o - far from: 
us, that irregular endeavours to'Convert them, will be'no' matter ofa breach + 
And were'we nearer them! we might- leave” others 'to- practiſe according” to 
their Judgments, as Jong a5 we arenot guilry:of the Error,” 12.\They-do'nor 
pretend tofcrce therhfelves1inrorour Pariſh” - Churches | (ordinarily )= againſt 
his will that is the allowed Teacher there; 4.” While they -do in Natne dif- 
claim Ordaining them, they: aftually Ordain; them, For they ſer cthemapart 


' ro the Office of the: Miniſtry;.and it is Paſtors thar'do-Iit :: AnSthis-is the'ſub- 


fance of Ordination ::Impoſition: of Hands-is but the Inveſting Cerettony! 


. And if they ſay that 4:BPared Preacher: no Officer; tharmaket him not tobe 
_ one: And'if;they fay, irhattbep Ondain: himinot. when” they "Approve and 


Appoint-him-by an Inſtrument ro that Officeg that makes it-not to? he: no Or- 
daining; no morethan.if they ſhould AppaintMen-to'a Paſtoral” Charge, in 
ohe of their ' own Churches, :arid fayy-it is yo Offices.cor Ordinacion. 7:5 * And 
when:the peoples conſentis afterward gdded; the Mans moretfully ſeparated 
Fr the Work; 66 Bur however,-4s log las they allow Us: our liberr of Orcs 
dinayion ,-and;thruff none:upan our Cominiymion as Paſtors-thur are rio Poſters; 
we have na,pretence.to make-rhis aſtop-to:bux- Communion.” ' -Let us cloſe to- 
gether, and paſs this by; and God-will further inform us; 'and*giſpel our dark- 
nelf when we walk-ctogetber in-holy'Loveand Peace, . 


-+4.5 
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| RE | Chap. XI. Difference IX. 
F > ym Ninth ſeeming Difference is, about our Pariſhes in England, whe- 
F - ther they are'true Churches of Chriſt, - or not. .'But here is little or no 
difference that is ſtood to-whatever any particular. perſons-may think, it is not 
XZ 2 difference between the parties, For, 1. Iris not defiredof them to grant 
2X thata Pariſh as a Pariſh ( that.is, the people, yea the | Chriſtians inhabiting 
3X fuch's fpace of ground ): is.a Church, It's poſſible they may be of many 
x Churches, or of none -( but'the Univerſal.) '2. Nor is it defired that they 
| take every Member of the Pariſh, no nor every Hearer, for a Member of 
the Church: * Men of feveral-Chuirches, or of as Church may live in the Pa- 
iſh, and hear together, | 3/ Nor are: they defired to take any Pariſh for a 
XZ true Political Church that bath not a'true Paſtor, with a competent number 
3X of profeſſed Chriſtians joined rogether for perſonal Communion in Gods W or- 


ml ſhi ' Ys . « ; | 
= - Pur that our ordinary-Pariſhes in Englend that have true Miniſters are true 
37 Churches, is fo familiarty granted by the Congregational party, that to recite _ 
2X their words ſecmns nediee And therefore they utterly diſclaim ſeparating from 
XX us a$ no true Churches, 1x. That our want of a Church Covenant nullifieth 
"3X not theſe Churches,/I rold you before they grant, becauſe our conſent is our 
& Covenant : And our ordinary practice tolerably ſignifieth that conſent. Saith 
= Mr, Norton, p. 21. { Siuns externa fidei profeſſione, weritats &* ſanititatss 
77 praxi, codems baptiſmate uniantur, © eundems-publicum cultum. uno_-m loco. fre- 
"37 quentent, iiſdem inſpefforibus Eccleſia fubfint, &c. / See the place, -where he 
3Z acknowledgeth this a Church" withoyt-an Explicit'Coyenant, - | 
ZZ 2, And that the impiety of our Pariſhes, or other incapacity of the Mem- 
© bers is-not ſich as to nullifie our Churches they. confeſs. Becauſe a good 
* Church may have ſome bad Members :; And where the greater number are 
"3X bad, the Paſtor and the better (ſmaller ) part. may denominate the Church, 
AF and it maybe true, though:;polluted.. . What Dodtrinal and Practical Cor- 
—Fruptions were in the.Churches. of Corinth, Galatia, and diyers of the Aſian 
-X# Churches, - Rev. 2.:.and 2. 'is foplain, and hath; heen ſo often mentioned rhat 
RT it's needleſs torecite the Texts, Saith Mr. Norton, 28, 29, Immo tantum 
"© abeft, wt ob defeFum federis expliciti ( ſakua wel ungale religione in rebus Feſu 
3 Chriſts ) ullas Congregationes ex Eccleſiarum alho expungammn ; ut Cxtus multo 
TE graviors paſſos, efſentialibus Dei gratia adbuc in tuto poſits ranquam non Eccle- 
I fias juditare, ſalve conſcientid nulles paſſe, ſantte teftemur. Diſt inguendum inter 
,Þ Ecclefram-puram,impuramygmpariſimam, nulan, — Fundamentalis five Efſen- 
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Adeo ut non ſufficit ſubitanea aliqua conjunio, & ſaniie communionis exercitis 

wm, ad Ecclefiam conftitnendam, nifs conſtantiailla accedat, {altem_ quoad intey-- 
1zonem, gue ftatum adfert Corporis & Membrorum in ſpirituali quadams politia : 
Lualem conſenſum nos fedus wocare jam toties Js Shs 
' As this proveth our Pariſhes true Churches, ſo that greater corruptions than 7 
the Vices of ſome, even Fundamental Errors in the Church ir- ſelf; doth--neat © 
preſently deſtroy the Church-is his Opinion, . and Parker's;cited by, him : 1$;d. | 
fairh he, [ Neque tamen Ecclefiam errores fundamemtales fatim--deſtrunnt, do- 

nec eis addatur contumacia in foro  exteriori, Etchefia 'in fundamento_aberrans- 
tamdiu-manet Eccleſia quamdin non ef pertinax, Ji a ht 

Certainly here is as large a. judgment of Charity. as we;, canarealonably ' cx. 
_ arid ſo large as without ſome diſtinQtion;: will .,be;.hable to.xcontro- 
veriue, = S P33 $11 1 G15 203-0 1d ms bd. gong ly 
We eafily confeſs that moſt:of our Churches :nged; much: Reformation,: and .| 

that all in our Pariſhes'are not Church Members > But yet I: may; well ſup-- ? 
poſe that we are Agreed that thoſe of them that haye: true Paſtors; 'are true 
Churches, and that this is the caſe of our Pariſhes oxdiharily,' or very many at 

leaſt ( yea ſome ſuch Diſſenters think that they may. be true Churches withogt 
Paſtors ) fo that here between'the parties there's ;tio-diſagreement, whatever 
particular perſons hold.” Many are 'more- afraid-leſt;a great many. Pariſhes 7 
thould be Made no true Churches {-in -a Political; ſenſe). by; ſetting over - 7 
them ſuch as are no true Miniſters, than be prowed;none. before; they. are made 


"PE . 
dination.. { 
; : , C1} ke ye 1 + — . $44 $1 — Fa 5 - Y & 


— 


None, But ſee no danger of this; while we have liberty. of Eletipn and Or- 
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H E Tenth Controverſie; isabout, - 1, Taking Members out of other- 
Churches, | 2, And ſeparating .from the Pariſh Churches, by gather-- 
Ing out of them a ſele& number to be '@ diſtin Church, _; © ,* w—_ 


And here there is a Practical Difference toguri woe': But in order to [Re-. - 
concilement, I ſhould hope that T might./ſuppoſe.our 'Agreement -im- all; -the 
other points of Difference tb be ſufficient,” ang:that being ſatisfied in thoſe the - | 
Brethren that have'been' for\with#rawing frowour Churches, will be ſatisfied  -! 
to join with us for their Reformation, and nor'do as they have ſome of them. 
done.. For we have therefore'eomens near them as we can in the. reſt; thar- 77 
they might haye no'jaſt occafion to depart from us: And if'that yer they. will 38 
depatt,' when the vfftnce isremoved, \then it would be as if 'they ſhould ſay, . 2 
We are aghinſt Concord an®Ubity as ſuch : Androur judgment for Divifion'as I 

 Hach, that ts," for Dividing without'eauſe.. When we! have anſwered all.cthat 
' - _ _our Brithjen alkedge For their withdrawing, we may-.expect that they ſhould If 
xjjira 10.kn Diderly Communion, . This Controveris is de fivey. and ſeeing we - 1 


# 
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| [43 ] 
"Z grant them much in the reſt for 1&4, therefore we cannot grant them this : Tf 
XZ in War we grant all that 1s deſired for Peace, it is ſuppoſed that we will net 
us - Eraar the continuance of the War ; nor in reaſon muſt that be one of the de- 
man | Hs 5 | > 57: hes 
I ſpeak al this but of unjuſt Separations : For there is a Separation which 
we are all agreed to be lawful ( as far as I know ) as, 1. Weall agree that 
' where Chriſtians live in the: midft of Infidels, they muſt come out from among 
them ( by Faith.and Repentance ) and be ſeparated ( by ' the Baptiſmal En- 
| gagement firſt, and the Communion of Saints after ) and not touch the un- 
3X clean gs .. The: Church. muſt be ſeparated from the World,” or it is no 
3 2. We are agreed that when a true Church: Vifibly ceaſeth to be a true 


1 Church, by loſs of .its Eflentials ſtatedly, it is our. Duty to judge it to be no 


true Church. ( that is but togudge it as it is ) and forſake it accordingly. 
3- When we cannot hold local Communion: with a true Chinch without 


by committing ſome fin, which they would force upon: us, and which we may 


37 thar Church { 


F" eſcape by leaving them, we-ought to withdraw from the local Communion of 
for we: muſt not wilfully {in, ner. do evil that gaod -may. come 


277 by it : ) Yet ſoas that ſtill we muſt hold Internal, and alſo Exrernel diſtant 
X Communion, by ownjng them as 2 true Church, and correſponding with 
© them as a Neighbour Church, | FP 

XZ - 4- If acrneChurchin the corruption of the Materials become uncapable of its 


Ends, and we have with ſufficient patience tryed the means of its Reformation 


2 without ſucceſs, iris ordinarily. (unleſs ſome greater matter hinder aceidental- 


'X ly) our Duty toforſake ir: Yea-and to eſteem it. no more a true Church, if 
'Z itbe the Prancipal Ends that it's become uncapable of, As if the Body were 


® fallen into an Opinion againſt Communion and Publick Worſhip, and yet ſhould 


9 think they might hold.their Relations : This were a contradiction, It they 


"® would in Publick, worſhip God with a Worſhip falſe in the Efſentials, and 


5h which is no Church-worſhip, but Impiety or Deceirt. And though I. will 


77 not now determine how far Diſcipline 48 neceſſary to a Church, more than to 
X75 fay that the Power is Eflential to the Paſtors Office, yer.I may-boldly conclude 
7 that in point of Duty. ifa Church be ſo corrupted by Hereſie or Impiety that 
228 Diſcipline cannot be exerciſed in it, becauſe the greater part do own the Here 
I fie or Sin, or. the Sinners in their Sin, and this be not in one or -a few Acts, 


+8 but they are againſt the courſe of Diſcipline in the main, and Vote for Wic- 
#7 &edneſs, or againſt Picty, ,or the publick Cenſures of the Church, or refuſe to 


'ZT execute them ; and if after ſufficient patience Fcannotreform them, ; I{hall take 
2X it. to be my Duty- to take with me the better part of the Church, -and forfake 
*# the reſt, as to local Communion, and perhaps firſt to caſt them out -from us 
23- ( as to their Relation) though we are the lefler part : Unleſs in ſome caſes, 
# where Publick Good requireth a delay,. and ſuſpendeth my Duty for the time. 


5. If a Paſtor, be deſpiſed by the Church, and refuſed, of it they defire his 


P ſtay, and yet wilfully. diſobey him, and his Labours are unprofitable among 
y | Ga: them, 
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them, that are like ro be profitable elſewhere, we doubt not tut he: may res. 


4 


' move, as being rejected and forſaken firſt by them. | _ - 
- 6, If a Paſtor and ſome choice Members: with him have a Call toa far more 


Eminent Service of God, conducing much moxe. to. the publick Good, we 
doubt not bur they .may remove ,' though the reſt diſſent, God is. the 
Maſter of his Miniſters and people-more'than Men-are: 


7. If the.Neceſlities ofa Mans Family ' (*Miniſters or people J require bim 
to remove. his Habitation, I doubt not but he may remove, though the Church - 


diflent: unleſs in ſome Caſes whereby accident his removal may more diſhonour 
God, or hinder publick Good, than his Eftate or-the preſervation:of his Fa- 
mily can countervail : The Church hath not power totye Men to Ruine their 
Families,nor to continue with them during Life,nor during their pſeafure: Nor is 
3t implied in the conſent of: Memberſhip; which is to © be no more, bur that 
[ will hold Communion: with. this Church as a Member, while I here. Coha- 


bir, ar I have no call from God to remove, J} * It is ſo in Civil Corporations; . 


Cohabitation is an-antecedent'part'of our Aptitude for Church Communion ; 
and many juſt Cauſes may deprive us' of that Aptitude, and make the Pm 
to be materia indiſpoſita & meapax, and fo deſtroy his Relation of it'fe]f, 


_ * 8; If perſons that have a weak/Paſtor, or a corrupt Society, can-+ to ' the | 
great advantage of their Souls remove, they may ds it whether the Church - 
willconſent or not, in caſe their removal do not accidentally do more hurt . 


2gainſt the honour of God, and the publick Good,' than their profit can coun- 


tervail : And ſtill ſuppoſing, that the Churches conſent be fiſt orderly-Joughr, _ 


9. 'Fhe fame I ſay of them that have Paſtors that wilt not exerciſeany com- 
petent Diſcipline, though wirh ſufficient patience importuned thereunto, _ + + 
In one ward, in no caſe is a Man bound to ftay with any Church to 'the 
certain prejudice or danger of his Soul, or the Souls of his Family, unleſs in 
the foreſaid caſe, (if fuchra-caſe there be ) when' the publick. Good and' the 


Cauſe of God will receive more detriment by our. . removal. 'than our. benefit - 


will countervaal. 


ro: Laſtly, If we be unjuſtly caſt out of any Church, and "perſecuted by 


them, and'have no juſt redreſs at home, no/'doubt but we may Joyn with ano- . 


ther Church. As if a Paſtor that is for Rebaptizing- would: take none but 
if a Paſtor be ſer over us, of an uncharitable Spirir, that will rake in none 
for Godly but-thoſe of his Opinion, or ſome few-of-'a higher Form, and de- 


who will be Rebaptized, or. having taken ſome in, will caſt them out ; Or. 


nieth Communion: to all the reſt, in this caſc iris he that doth the. wrong, and 


they are neceſſitated to join with:another Church, that will recewe them ; and 
another Church-may juſtly receive 'them, if firſt they cannot prevail for their” 
reception at home. te UE EET. 

All this we grant for a removal from a Church without the guilt of Schifm 
or faful Separation. But on the other fide we muſt: needs defire, © r,- That 
Nien will not raſhiiy and flf-conceitedly jadge any of theſe Cafes to be where 


the7.avc no-:-Angd therefors that «they will take: the advice of the. next una» - 
5 -£ AY nmo2h,.. 
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nim9Us, peaceable, faithful Paſtors, And for this, ſaith Mr. Norton, p, 167, 

' But when this or that Congregation is to be taken for No-Church, let - the 
judgment be in the hands of a Ceuncil,or in an Ordinate ſtate of the Churches, 

. 2: Wedefire that whole Churches may not.be taken for no Churches with- 
outproof, nor before.thgy+are heard ſpeak for themſelves :* And that thoſe that 
have poſſeſſion of the » So and Temples, (1 know no fitter. 
Name for_them.);.will not gather a part of the people into a new Church, as if 

_ there were. rione before, till it-be proved' upon equal hearing : Nor that they 
would. not Difſolve the old Church, inſtead” of Reforming ir, nor 'withdraw 
from. them, inſtead of caſting out the unbt' in an orderly way of Diſcipline; 
unleſs where Diſcipline and Reformation cannot be had : If we propoſe the ex-. 
erciſe of Diſcipline to a Pariſh, . and the moſt will rather diſown (or refuſe to - 
own ,) their Relations.as Members, than live under Diſcipline, and ſo Sepa- - 
rate themſelves from us, *( or profeſs that they never tovuk themſelves for Mem- 
bers ) .then the blame will lye on them, and they are- the Separatiſts.: But if 
they Own their Relations, andoffer to live as Chriſtians under Diſcipline, in 
holy Communion, ſurely they-muſt be caſt qut upon proved accuſations, Man 
by Man, in Chriſts way, atth. 18. or notat all, Iconfeſs by drawing out 

a. few. from the reſt, we may ſcape a great deal of labour, trouble, and. ill. 
will of thoſe. that ſhould be caſt out : -Bur the ſelfiſh, caſfie way is not-like to -. 

© be the way oof God. . | | 

.3. We defirethat Paſtors that preach the Faith, may not be the-loweft in 
Charity, nor uncharitably cenſure all thoſe as.ungodly and unfit . for Church + 
Communion, that want but diftin& Conceprtions, and fit Expreſſions, through - 
the lownefs or negleCt- of their Education ; 'or that. are not able, to be the 
mouth of a Family in Prayer,.'/while they. are willing to perform the Duty, if 
they could, and to learn that they may perform it : And that the weak -in- . |, 
Faith may be received, and the little ones ſuffered to come to Chriſt, even all - 
that are willing to give up themſelves to him, and of thoſe that ſo come-to him 
none.may in any wiſe be rejected, , or caſt out till. they turn-from Chriſt and. 
the Holy Covenant : That the Lambs may be.carried in our Arms, and the 
bruiſed Reed may notbe broken 5 and: that the+ tenderneſs of Chriſt..co the 
leaſt of his Members may be remembred,. and the price of Souls, and our gwn - 
former weakneſs ; and alſo how ' much more grievous it ſhould be to: us, to 
keep or caſt out one of our weak Brethren that Chriſt would have .received, 

' than to let in many iatruding Hypocrites, who ſhall be made ſerviceable to - 
the Church, and. their Masks ſhall be our juſt excuſe, though not -their own :. 
'And ſpecially remember that it is Chriſt thatis the Lord -of the Family, -and 
we are but Servants, and therefore we muſt take. all our -diretions from him, . 
and (hut out none but. thoſe that we are ſure he would have ſhut out ; And res. 

- member that in doubtful caſes, we.are allowed to incline-to the more charara. þ. 

. ble fide. . Force not Men unjuſtly by refuſing them, to ſeek acceptance. in' os - 
ther Churches, _ GE, / 
T:zough L intended at firſt more brevity than will conſiſt. with . long | eitaths - 


Ons; _ 


fs; 1 ſhall recite a few words of Judicious Mr. Nt 


_ and bewilder your ſelves, and make work for Repentance, 


| be as profitable for all Members to come abut again atcertain ſeaſens ? 
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the Tares muſt rather be tolerated — that Rille which requireth more than is we- 


ceſſaty in the weakeſt Believer, muſt needs exclude the called of God:: And that 


% 


Rule whith neceſſarily cr abſolutely requireth * unneceſſary Experiences, ſavorineſs 
Speech, . ſuit ablenefs of Spirit to tir temipers,” perſunſion of ſound Converſion, &c, 
#3 a Rale I ſay requires much move than i» neceſſary vr comperible to the weakeſt 
Believer. Torequire & perſuaſion in cur Hearts of -the Converſion of all that 'are 
admitted, too much'; unleſs we can meet - with a Rule, that will 'admit' all. 


Saints, and alſo afferd ſuch a ptrſuaſiomm. Tt will contradi&# the Rule .of - our ad- 


miſſion, to make our apprehenſions part of the Rule. Our fancies ate" leaden 
Rule ; and if we are ſevere, and have nd certain; Rule to regulate us, we ſhall 
exclude the weak more often than 194 ſhall receive them. © 4.. The loweſs degree of 
abſolute probability that a perſon is converted ſhould be ſatifatfory, The weakeſt 
Chriſtians are to be received, Rom. 14. 1. and the weakeſt can bold forth no 
more than the leaft degree of an abſolute probability; the ffrongeſt can hold forth 


m0 morethan the higheſt degree of probability. Again, either the higheſt, or the | 
loweſt, or ſome middle degree of probability 1s requiſite : The higheſt 1s.not': «And _. 


what rule is there for ſeme middle degree ? If it be net in our power to require # 
Years experience for more degrees of probability, why a Menths experience f] © 
I have elſewhere proved that the true condition ( which Mr, A. here calls 
the Ryle_) is nothing but [ A CREDIBLE PROFESSION 7 and that it 
being to be received upon a Humane Belief, that hach a fallible obje&t, CIT. 
IS TO BE TAKEN FOR A CREDIBLE -PROFESSION., WHICH 
CANNOT BE PROVED FALSE OR INCREDIBLE. ] ' This is' the 
Scripture-way, and this is the ancient way of the Qhurches : And if you will 
needs'on either hand forſake theſe Terms, T preſume to. Prognoſticate, you 
ſhall bur wrong your Brethren, and your Souls, and the Church and Chrift, 
With: confidence 
after Jong conſideration and diſputing the point I.ſpeak it, But I return to 
Mr, Noes. | RE | B70 
Page 64. | The Prattiſe of the Apoſtles, As 2, fe, muſt confine our pru- 
dence : They were better direfied and inſftrufted than we ave : | And they expefted 
no-Teſtimony, nor a days experience : They could not in ſo ſhort'a time make any 
Inquiſitions, or hear any perſwaſove;jrelations. The yourgeft Converts muſt be in- 
fantly imbraced : Therefore ſome days of Experience or Teflimonies ave not me- 


'  Cefſary. Some are ignorant and of an arid Cinſtitution and Expreſſion: Therefore 


an explicit ſawvour of Language is not equally requiſite in| all — | The Apeftolical 


. Rule was large: It juffered many corrupt Members to creep in — None, as far 
 as"ve read, were put by : Yet Converts were many, young, ignorant; 'rude ; 


end' Converſions were ſudden and paſſicnate — - Tf ample relations of the work- 
of Grace be meceſſary, then either for ſatisfaftion or for edification. Not fer ſa- 
risfattion, as bath been” proved : Not for edification — For, 1, Would it not 
2, Such 


rela:jons 
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6. Such relations are known to 


Tea when the Churches were prropeod and peſtered with corrupt Members, . ſuch 


in the Kingdoms of God... So far Mr. Noyes, | ; 
2, We crave, and expect our Brethrens conſent, that we may-not have the - 
Goſpel bindered through the Land, by unneceffary finful private Antichurches : - 
That every Town or City, where are Men. profefſing Godlineſs, may nor be- 
- -a84 pitch Field ; and holy Exerciſes turned into Contendings z nor Chriſtian-- 
- Aſſemblies tyrned into. Schools of War, or {colding places, Let us not, he. 
many Maſters, left we receiye;the. greater condemnation, The- wiſdom from + 
above is firſt pure, then peaceable, gentle, caſie to be intreated, &c. where- 
envying and ſtrife-is there js confuſion and every evil work. . This: wiſdom de-- 
 feenderb-not from! above, buy is- carthly, ſenſual, deviliſh. ] Fam 3.:.Ler- - 
us: agree then. to do what Iyethin our power, that the Churches may be re-- 
duced to the Primitive patterns, that met all in One place, and there-were of- . 
one Heart-and Soul, Where had you in all the Scriptures, that there were- 
rwodiſtin& Churches, ( eſpecially diſtinguiſhed or.divided by differences,) in-: 


— 
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ohe City; Ind thit when for the number they might have joyned in.one? 


Where find you that the worſt Church had any good men'that ſeparated from 
it into a diftint Church in that place ? Is Scripture our common Rule? I be- 
ſeech you then be able well to reſolve theſe” Queſtions, before you venture in 
your praQtice to contraditt the . word, .If we drive you from our Churches 
cauſeleſsly,the Shame be-on us! Butif Bru cauſcleſsly depart into Antichurches, 
the blame ſhall lye on you. Do not ſtagger and confound our ' poor People, _ 
by ſhewing them in each Town, Miniſter againſt Miniſter, and Church againſt 
Church ; and entice not young Novices into an opinionative Religiouſneſs, and 


: draw not the Nation from the ower of Godlineſs, and PraCtice of Charity, into 


doting about Queſtions. Fe | 
4.. For order ſake, let Pariſhes be the ordinary bounds of Churches ; notfo 


as if all in the Pariſh, are therefore of the Church, but ſo us that ordiharily we 


- rake none out of others Pariſhes. Let usnot do it without juſt cauſe , nor do 


ir when it will tend more to publick hurt, than any perſons good can compen- 
ſate, If you could prove Pariſhes no Churches, yet they that Preach to * md 


for their Converſion, ceterss paribus, are fitteſt to be their Guides, 'when they - 
-are converted. '*T<ll us if you "2k wherever you found one inſtance in Scrip- 


ture or the Primitive times, 6f one'Sonl that forfook the Church that was * 
Congregated in the City of his Habitation.,, and was a Member of any other 
Church, in a place where he dwelt not z Except the Hereticks that Jude 
Gith did | ſeparate themſelves, being ſenſual, having, not the ſpirit} whoſe man» 
ner it was to forſake the Aﬀemblies, Heb, 10. 25. ,Cobabitation is requiſite ro 
the Ends of Churches,even the exerciſe of Communion, and the offices of Mem- 
bers one towards another, 'How can we watch”over men that live out of 'our 
reach ? How know we what their converſation is ? + 2 4 

But eſpecially when a Pariſh hath a faithful Miniſter , * that undertaketh to 
prove the Members that you receive to be part of his Paſtoral Charge or 
Church, it will no more warrant any man irregularly to'receive them, becauſe 
he affirms that it is no Church, or they no Members, than'fuch an Affirmation 
concerning your own Churches or Members will warrant others toreceive your 
Members. oe | bn 

5. And that juſtice may be exerciſed , and order obſerved , let no Member 
remove tili he have ſought the Conſent of. rhe Church where, he is, or heard 


' them give their Reaſons againſt it: And let none be received from another 


Church or Pariſh, but'either upon Communicatory Letters or Certificates, or 
elſe aſter a juſt diſcuſſion, of the Cauſe with the Church or Teachers from whom 
they do withdraw, , _ _. | I, | ; 
6, And as it. is, agreeable to'our ſeveral Principles; and'the great thing that 
is now deſired, that we may all correſpond in Brotherly Afſociations, ' and have 


Synods at fic Seaſons for the Cammiuniton of the Chyrches thar are link'd toge=. 


ther ; ler us there be Reſponhible (not as to our Governours , but'as to Aﬀe- . 
ciated Brethren, and Churches), for our Actions that are of Publick offence; br 
of which we ſhall be there accuſed ; and in particular. for this; of taking Mem- 
Þers out of other Churches,that the Cauſe may have an cqual hearing, ” 
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nog neceffary for any that be —_ from one Churchto:gpotherg 
in ſpeckl-caſes :Ahd deny not to appear'at leaſt» ow ſuch; an extraordi- 
oy ynod, to-ſatisfie the Churches when you are accufed, % 
And let us agreo. on ſach Rules for \the* peaceable management of our 
remaining Differences, as are neceſlary toi the Security of rhe commen Truths 
and'thecommoen cauſe of reps Ky" andiPiery which we own, that we hiader 
not:God's Work, and harden- not the Ungodly', ahd weaken not; each others 
;andiprove not ar laſt the unwiſe apr of the Church, and B= 
trpers of the Goſpel and our Liberties ro:the Enemies, : by our obſtivate Divi- 
fions and -Contenons,. If the worſt be ſuppoſed of « reſolved diſtance;(which 
nv © GpetGablohodo foopall? we ray; pt IPs 
——_— zerms as are: here ——— 
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67 could. not be. pov eer pay for the Prieſts and Elders rejetttd,- not only 
John, bus the DoFrine and Bopiſm of John : and yet iti was thew lawful for 
welves.to rhe, Math. 2.1. 2.5. The Scribey yejofted John's 
| 11. 27,31: and yetitbs Seribes fitting in' Moles Cbair ere #5" be 
L flat, 23..23:3.. the bearing of ybons, ſuch as & Gave os that place, 
s Y ricth Way ta tbe Fewiſh C Cheech, + 

Sw ,6.Charch that toleraterh the -rejettion of an > Hriicle of Faith, 
3s SC &.4 LAGO at Ordinance of God. A temporary rejettion of an Ar 
3K gh 5 = in a Church is a greater evil, thay the rejeftion of ſome 
2 Eo, \"ea; ht of. Corinth may denjed and derided the Refurrettion 
the Corruption 3s tolerated in the Church, and jet inthe Re- 

4 FL, fe Church, the Apoſtle dath neither ly Union with 
% #ec 6 Nor Command Separation fo the Church, is the Gy of 
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| the Corimbian Churth, nd een hy wn uy 
| expelt » Reformation : And why might 1 


Other Charches wertſhut up * 
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»2..1We fry," that a Believer may awfully adj 
child wobeb fb Orig WOE 
without due Reformation,” _* | 

The Children of Ijrael goi 

hich Pl oy ow thee ; 
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G's Ther | 
wy. wk ro hormoghe Tecetoing | 
Nw ; -t0 the hae rhe very wyomg < 1 Gap many Chick; 

By comparing the Corription in-an Artick 6 Cirruption in. Pk. 
lick Worſhip, &c.) Here be-repeateth the pv ba forecited, adding L., 2610 px 
is the Duty,of every Believer to adjoyn himſelf to ſome: Chirch 7 By 
our ſeloes to the Church, we adjoyn not" our ſelves Yothe impurities "of the C's 
A believer joyning-bimſelft6-@ Chivebwar pure, ſpecially when be * canot enjcy 
@ purer, ſinneth. not... The fin of the-Chuych exempterh not's' Believer | from Daty, 


* which may be performed without ſan-or grievous mcommodity, As ſome, Ccorrup» 


tion of the Communicants muſt een me er , 6 Biligver-pre- 
warthily. ta Eat:: $6-mezber "Che" ns Nos e Church drive rd 
We Janie. Union yi 
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I, boos Worſhip with the wy of the. com .niither the 
ate. lin Phariſees, nor the: diſſolute licentiouſneſs of the ref ri 
——_ VES,. oe them from Communion with the reſÞ of +he- pe proges 
in bo, things, * ze 2 mo the Lord and tht, Apoſtles will knew that 
, Cos es of the Godly. are not FA Pens nn, aan if with- 
a pure Conſcience they Communicate in the ſame holy thin 
Next he proveth the 43h Branch, that be that _ ro ſuch Church; dit. 
not t ſens Sim, wor-46. defiled. With other mens Impurities, p- 163, 164. - 
np. 1 64. 165. be probs tbe 5th Branch that @ Relmgver t at bath joyned* 
himalf to ſuch a Church, uquft nat therefore depart, that ip ſeparate from ſuch* 
a Charch, and they under thigg uſe bur. ir is too-long -to- recite all. 
i 


It is not men af ſuch Princi nd Practices as theſe that we account 
tiſts ! Whar do Presbyterians ſay more this eminent Indepencent Brother, 
in a Writing purpoſely written uT Latin by che perſwaſion. of others in New- 
hay ng ro hs Yindicato their: Fwrke inſt Apollonizs ,, and commended to+ 
Mr. 7. Goodwin, Mr,.P.. Mr, S. Simpſen;.; Yet leſt: any think: 
kim tco laoſe,  L will add his la Ta of Rules {| How in 8 leſs pure .Church. 
Communion muſt be contigued with a ſafe Conſcience? Anlw, 1. We muſs fill: 
34 dim and endeavour according t0; our Places, that tbe Church may be purifledi 
71 according; toChriff's Mind. Nt without ſeaſonable and due warning the Chiach 
{4 xi i; Deſots. The Defets are to be 2 ith. holy fight and ſorrows... In nov 
Fa a. approving. » butprudently and-patiently. heya #4. in that: Chareb,, 
wide con, nejther cures, nor depart. from. Wii haus @ greater Anilereiihoyfn-. 
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ies Mewjeforr loufoll thts the Communion of ibeo Charels, 2 ., 
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1 ) the hee tha Cf foo much exattmeſs (or frrifineſs pI do more "Burr'vhe' ; 


The Spirit Car Lord Teh Chi i 68 ie of "Truth, Peace and Comme- k- 

1 © -miosſo = Peace,that hecinmuandeth C Fr onmmnin with a true Church rough _ | 

Fi | Inge end ſo loving Truth,that ke fb emperc i every Church. 

jt. We __ the Separatifts, that «iff inguiſh not Cur and ea 

| purities of 4 Church,  Schiſru'vs « grievous Crane," > 

| | - We rejets the Formaliftsnor ſufboenth aifrmguiln | 

not. ſeparating the pretions from the wile : 
..Confuſton and Schiſm! ars rhe Scylla and Cinrybi 

Jachin and Boaz of the Chriſtian Canſe-: 

voured wader bim, and wee a and ea 


1 a re err —_ 
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"ruth"in Love," bor! - | 
* Separation.) "So far | li 


| Holopes: hs arg 2 pm rar ng 
| | from the left band of ap. 4. "aa ant the pry bond: 


Mr. Norton, and ſo ends his 
And thus I have ſhewed the GG of both Panics ; and. exſincſs of Re- . 


conciliation, as totheir Principlesdnd that a anon 


of che Miſchick that Dividooss Emnlations, and Commenters an: org cauſec 
among us, ; 
: Nothing remains then to be feared, but leſt mens Minds are further iflane 
; than their Principles, and that Charity doth 'not 

' Agree in Communiond us far as their rofeſſed Principles will permit rherh; 
though Experience make this undeniable,” yer their Plety "ant their Profeltidne 
; do put us in hope, - that there are ſuch Habirual Principles of Charity; us Betcer 
| | "Encouragements and Opportunities will undoubredly revive, to 'our Recon- 
= * i Cihation; 

| | The Congregational men profeſs their deſire of Reconciliation. Read. but 
| | 


Mr. Cortow's Preface to'Mr, Nortorgzand Mr, Norroy's Epiltle to ' Apoloning But 
| _ the Praftico of ſuch moderate' men as Mr. Firmin, .and Yiyers that 
| late hence Aﬀociated with the Presbyterians, doth give us. a' more certaiti 
| Demonſtration of their readineſs for Peace,” And if many are otherwifc minded, 
| it ſhould be no prejudice to the peaceable, * 
Lit And for the Presbyterians readineſs to the Works of Peace, belids; the many 
| || motions tharthey wv made , and the joyning of f in Afoclations with 
Sit their Brethren I ſhall-now add: but” the hats PEN | "which they 
(1. make of hr defi of Raconilemne bod wh the Corina, * ard 'Mo- 


WP 


L IF-4 3p ere T 
any : 
one yorrags an an SF 

n be any Accuſatior) put in... 


pe - 
" LILIES TEE 


Nlavs þ; avi: ' tbat | | 
ma (who Les hes Dea did: ambitiouſly endeavenr after Union, . 
ent Fae, &s ſotngief, us can teftifie) perſwades all Scholars unto. Opir 
Un Varicgas, : &.opin jun nine, non ſunt danſe, we: 6 rc Pugh | 


ing.of the Gi yon oe _ add [Thaygh 
Ms FM erate: pa mens; ; 
er fron fg; yep: are far from thinking that: this banks 
a aud ws. Nay , we crave e 26. 
0 the Wark, bites will-tiever (as rolls 5B 7» conceive): be well with 
and zi} £6 Sheh He Avreys"aring aud effeed in ms 'that- 
” ce gs thewſe s i ſore. Cirouns 
bal -Hnd'the L Lond back 4 

ul and. dong nay _ | 


the Maſt ry, bat even the 7 har 
hr meophia ra 9 


ceady Wt — Gcoation” of bur Doctrina Fm 
1-18 nn Ao yr on hy and: doing; and practice as - 


ProteQor and- Parliament: 
ey Eng whon it is commenly- 


einer nd help to remove che hinderancer, apd- 
wn by the Countenancz and Aditance of ther Ren Ne 


7 
" . * { '3\ fs 
« 4 A $59 '* dv 4 1h i. b 
9 Laabed _—_— : . Cy _ 'S | 4 ——_ oF Fo Bans , a C . L p FY r \ 


—_—_— L244 a a." 6" 4 Ls & 


iro our + Aprons reduced ta Pratlice 1 


are Agr Agreed | char Adule: Church Mabel wuſt be ſack as make. 
A Credible Profeſſion ] (of Faith and Repentance, and ſo of Holy- 
ediench :1 OP ſuch as perſonally 'own and-/accept 'the--Covenant. of 
ghembelyes ta God the Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt:: 
' wizhthis Deſcriprion- in \{obr *futiire,/ Apttements : 'S 
| en{Llmtvadla willnot nnd to cenſure - 
vedible, Laearyar ry 
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2, We are Agreed that Conſent is 


Let us therefore thank God that-we livein days" of Liber, + wherein 
may'all uſe the-moſt cdifying way, and: ylet-us Agree to tall 
peopleto an expreſs conſent. - But if any deny this, teethem nor be herer 
diſowned, but forborn, ſo be-it they will perform: the! of * 


| Miniſtry faichfully cowards all thar they take for their Charge.” 
- © 3. We are Agreed that its SE tc 
more than can meet in oneplace:: And yer fot. ceefſhr 
bat -aQually they doadibanind Ars." 
-Let us therefore reſolve'to ;anilar Chanthey: 3 Ne 
Parifh: Unlesit be where Paritheraresfoally or-fie perſons ſo" von Mig 


( Andin cas Neceiy, one _ 
-Let us therefore hat Ordinations: dd 
by the Advice and ; tance oh Loren Hoctated © Paſte | 
depured. Members: of it, -: of Ordination by Biſhops*T | hand 
where, and:not: here. ) For if _ gp yr let-thetn be folk Mm. | 
they be Ordained by Lawful Presbyters, of their own Church 
with m__ we.be.not bound -to- avoid Communion:— _ > "wo ate 
And if any Congregation through Error have no.true Officers-C inth 
Ti ' wantof crue'Ordin grerE F fac jde: 
munion with that Congregation ( if other things-correſp, ) 8s is dye to a 
Neighbour Commenity Troy: Ya 25's 'tog ; Fabirica So- 
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= - and others leſs; :letus forbear:cach other; call *fome ill” c 
dabe tm ecculuion ws the Synod 3 -and$then nw raeryaomer 
6, 'We are Agreedithat a Paſtor of one Church may Exerciſe: divers ah of 


the Paſtoral:Office in-angther if he be called. ro:ſuch Exerciſe pro pr6 neypore, - 


need not therefore mention this:ic-our: further Forms of Concord; (bur. Re 


 cach-Manto,his Liberty. :| If any Paſtor think he may not Exerciſe his Paſtoral 


Officeabroad, .lct him thay athome: Bur let them have Liberty: thar are other: 


. wiG minded os nh: 


_ 7/Weare/ thit. a ciation Church that bath. a ' Preabyrery, may 


Excrnl all AS Worſhip and Government within it ſelf, rhat are apper- 


Q:And.that Synodxſhould: be: uſed* for Conmunion of 
Z concern the Church8 in comnion, (or their Com 

| nr ws and judged. - 
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an fecal rh Clumebes be inks and the Paſtors jare; und mneet 
in King" foo duck Cormmainn!.- ra de if any one in weakneſs ſhall! re- 


ear oribe an - Member of fuch-: Spnods,''( being cetera 
orbean Ordinary: Me our Brotherly Love; nor that diffanc 
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not banrin that the difference + 
We as other Crimes in the ſeveral Churches and Afociations, * 

iq. prey all Pariſhes chat have in thera 'n/people profeſling 
Chriflanity, ſent to live as particular . Churches in Communion for 
"Gods Worſhip, - are true Churches, as that word doth ſignific a: Community of 
Chriſtians; And if they have true Paſtors, in hor are ere Churches, -as the word 


aGtual, ng; are to be en-. 


{Church }; doth ſignifies Political Society capable'of the or-- 
Ligary aRual worſhipping: ofGod inthe prblide al of al of all:Church Ordinances. 
{But becauſe it 28.not to be. hatwe ſhould all 'be: acquainted: wich 
the qualifications; conſent?or # ab the people in-all « the: Pariſhes ' of: the 
:Land, inar of the Miniſters call ;: alone Qi 16-beexpuſdn 'that - we'- be 
.made-Judges of the:ſtate ofall Pariſhes; nor that- we put our -of all, 

or any of them by:Name;-/into our Form of Concord, But pontecy 
of us Mates us any particular Church. to ee Rants We or 
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16, We are Agreed thirno Member a nd bo ow 


| ceivethinto another, yoanrror any" Reaſon 10:be givento the Church that 


be forſaketh-;;. if they, :: And-that miicki leſs; ſhould /any part of a 
Church-make an Scpaatien as 1 gs -and; Pex es a Giſtint 
Church, by:themſelyes :. And. We Bre: / 

mean,.. ſeparated. Aſſemblies ſet-upiagain ths public. 
vals drawing.perſons. to themſelves ad up F 

the-place.) hould be carefully avoided by us all — there welw! a certain 
Necefliey of ſuch Sepirations. We are Agreed alſo that EE of 
Ghurches ſhould refuſe the Communion of ahy-'of their: Ne 

| Gredibl Profſbr of Faith and Ripemance, aud. Helinſs of NT ont 


leſs ſhould-they caſt off thegreateſt part of theic Pariſhes. td -Are 


Jet:we are Agreed that there are ſeveral caſes in which Perſons may ofa 
from Churches ;. or for thoſe of one Pariſhtojoin with a Church: in another 
Parilh , though the bounds of our Habitations are-uſually meer. to be obſerved- 


for the hoandagof our Churches -('not thit all-in the Pariſh-be' therefore of the 


Ghucch,. but thatordinarily none bt ofithe Chutchthat isnot in the'Pariſh, | 
Let us therefore put only theheceſſury Gimerals.imoche Forgn-of our (Agece Agee: Nh 
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ment, [4nd leave the pankiglar iſa ofapp thatiſhall/ be accuſed of 

d at the Synods ofthe Afﬀoaarions': Where it:the 
cuſed will appear, they. may. have a Brotherly hearing ; if ngt, the erg h__ 
be jadged according to the Evidence that ſhall-be given-:ins-.and:the Aﬀociated | 
Brethren procced: accardingly, :inadmontthing the” oy qe. and. oy OT: 


The yet Priefer Sum of our Agreement i is, T; To avoid Unnecellty: Parks... 
tions-and Gontentions, 2; To hold an SR courſe in' Synods, pane he. 


Communion of Churches, and ſtrengihning eachother for:the:work of God, . 
For the attainment of theſe we muſt; Tie afar as Lawfully-we may inlefſer 


Rot holding Communion with them, and TANG. 1423 


things: But ro deny us theſe, wiz.. Union; and Clnnagaton and Peace, * to- 


ay us boon. .and all, _ : 
£t- that it 15-got our latention co impoſe on ng at _ 
that. theſe two parties are agreed , in, .nor to: put: Rs Agreements: "? creo 
Eormouf Concord,” as if we regarded Agreement with ina others. 'For inſtance, . 
Þpth;parties are Agreed of the: Divine Jaſtitution. of meer Ruling ' Elders 1:But- 
ſh age not all others that are fic. for theis Colaqumion,..: And chevifenesd teeAbar 
-ppint:be-left ont; ito theliberey of each +80: Hoch parties-ate-Apreed - 
that the Moderators or Prelidents ) of the! AlcinedS) s,- ſhould .rarher - 
held int obhetrenicner atleaſt ). be rempirany, than” fared, -and- that chey - 
PVegdtive Voice-in Ordination. But othets'that-are ft for our = 
vp. + And thereſpratter his be left-our:of the Form of - 


L 
ciations that have but temporary Preſidents, let be received ;. And if 
rhoſs that own not fajed Preſidents, 6r)ar draft ſtitch as Exerciſe a Negative 


yet my i Copnts Ko ( bo a, 


and the Intevelsof Cl 
and commen Truths, than ©, own Conceits, and range] Incaad, . 
I ſhall therefore next i 50in the Neceflary mo 
between. all the the Faithful Paſtors and "Ch rche of Chriſt in theſe Nei 
which yet need not be ſubſcribed, but taken as preſuppoſed ; there being in 
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ſtinguiſhed :) In point, 1. AS = ow 
|, - Dion. 2. Of particular. Church: Communion. 


| 4 AndofChurchesof ſeyeral Kingdoms. 5. And: 
... of their Duty as good. SUpJects tc to their] Prince. . 


Mumbly offered to all the-Chriſtian Churches m_eR true ol ſuffi | 
| | cient remedy of their Diviſions, if not- rejeRted or. negleCted : 

; - And as a ſtanding Witneſs-before God and. Man,. againſt. Di- 
— Og Zealand Church ”_—_ 


| A biecanp BAXT ER, F SXrvant. af the God- of; 
ve and Peace. 
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j We chat are ſtrong, ought to low KY infirmices. of the weak; and not to, 
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__ pleaſe our ſelves: Let every one of ms pleaſe his Neighbour for bis good to edi-. 
4. fication — That ye may with One Mind, and One Month glorifie God —- 
E-.  #hereforereceive-ye. one another as. Chriſt alſs received 8 to the Glory of 


| God, Rom. T5, I » 9 6, T.: 
| I Byx-of One _— Live.tn Peace, and the G od of. Zoe and Peace ſhall be Tith:; 
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« a> Members of the Chatch Univerſal? ES SITY  WIOV2INL 

- 2: ** What, ate the n 7 Tens of the Condi of Chiiam pars 

« ally .an-& particular X&b 
&* What arethe Terms on; ; which Neighbour Churches may” hold Com- 

&« -9083 bh with one another, 1.x 


4.''* What dfe the Terms of Compunion be ty ecn the Churches of ſeveril 


$ * 


. 5, * What is the Magiſtrates Power and Diity about Refgon, and the 
” — and Miniſters of Chrift b | 


1: icorbouniatined dar che as Ate 


or as //; : As Spi itunl, ir sr Univurſality of enerate 
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't he Aut thox Gar 


Object of thac Faith.) And En pers (On vo, 
| _ _ the Queſtion is Fornm yr way 
Fhis being fappoled:Iay - ; ChinarAid ce 


ſiſterb, 1. Fandavieotaly, ator'entered into the 
Vengnt of Grace, with God the Fathes, the'Son,- and the Holy Gh af 


being joyned to the ſame Head,. and entered into the ſame Univerſal 


profefling the ſame Faith, and Love, and Obedience containedin- Sn na 

mint, and not falling away from that Profeſſion, or any Eſſential part th ner: 
2: And conſequently that we zl acknowtetlpe the y. 

the Prophets. md Apoſtks,” and receive oetr y roreorr deem ene 

Effenvialeof the Covenant ;' and 


radi 


or written by the Inſpiration of the Holy Ghoſt. 

:2. And alſo that we acknowledge a - has ordinary Miniftry in.the Church, 
appointed by Chriſt to Difciple and Baptize the Nations of the World, and 
then to teach them w oblears all bis Commands, - And that we profeſs our wil- 
the condudt of ſuch Miniſters, for 
the worſhipping of God, ard far our own and cies Vario; if we 
bave Sy ſo to do: And that we do accordingly, 


I. PF) 1, We ſpeak only of Viſible Chriſtians in this ſecond Queſtion alſo 


.{ of Charch Communion, ) 


2. £4 Particular Church] ſignifieth either, 1, A Community of Chriſtians 
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QUENCE, J1:.} 


a; ITE 26a ſanibaitien; 6 1 cooſent [C#) their ocalogles Church- 


ans £ither more expreſsand- plain, or athkeaſti by: fuch ations which may - 
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|  flationgzor-hear the Paſtor in ſuch/a Method, 
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Edification;; detently and nm order; do veg ve Glnifth: 
zermine ot: fuch 'uriderermit wes, "Mode 
der thoſe Generals : As what'Tranſhation'o pes 
ks ___ "what 'Tunes 5 Whether Way 


eſfture to of St 
what: Utenſils: on Pres it,: Font; «ble;--Gloth., + 
m_ IDO aſtors are- t #14 bs ern 

ents * it 1s no: | 4s fo 
<dotereaite' in ſuch caſes: And-they that will for wat nay kno. 

cannot be Members of their Flocks :\As if #ny- will: not meet ur-that"time, or 
-place where the Church'doth meet,' or will not uſethe't ſame Plalths, or Tran- 
or with ſuch Notes; &c.” he there- 


nate time:and place, &'c, Butiyet the Paftots Power being for Edification, and 
not for Deſtruion-, he muſt take the Peoples man in all , ſo far” asthe 
Churches good: Tequireth i; :2oTheir”Edificatign ard Pefce, ahe :guide- thera 
of all; "ind not'a3'Lord- 
ing it. overthe Flock : And if /his' Derermi {-be1o' perverſe-25 to'be 
deſtruQive of the Church '6r of the Worſhip of Ga, the people nut. feck the 
« dus Remedy (of. which more anon). - v6 RIG? 2375 260)» 

«v1 60 As'the: Keys of the Churchite commriitzbyiChrift whe” "Paſpots, 
hn infromafitn; Gaidarce and : Sentevtial ial ExdornrAweativn; that-i5%for the 
Government of the Church fo the Peo ople muſt not uſurp .any-patr' df "thel? of- 

ficert They mecnot-obliged: 1d-tryi rhe Paith'or Holineſs of ſuch: as are'to be 
Baptized, or ſuch;as2are tobe ireceived into. their\Publick + Communion; bur 


»#iafreſt- in the Paſtors Judgment; whole office'it Ifto- oy them"; ſuppoſing ſtill 


: that 


[65]. 
'thitt they bave their due -remedy , incaſe of corrupting or deltruftive. Male” 
adminiſtration, And:that their needful affiftance in their Places ſhould be uſed. 
+1: If -any :Member of the Church do: live. in any Herefie or other 
-great' Sin;, contrary. to his Covenant with God, thoſe who are acquainted 
with .it ,;-muft admoniſh' him arid ſeek to bring [him to Repentance, in 
the order: dppornted, by Chrift ; And if. he: repent nor, - they muſt re!l the 
Chaych-z'-And if being duely admoniſhed by the Paſtors, he yet- repent nor, 
the Paſtors as the Church Guides, muſt pronounce him unfit for the Commu. 
nion of the Church, and require him to forbear it,and the people to avoid him ; 
which the people muſt obey. Yet fo, as thar if the people have ſufficient cauſe 
-20 doubt whether 'a cenſure be not contrary to the Word of God, they may 
<enquire into the cauſe ; And if. they find it contrary indeed, . they muſt not exe- 
cute that, Sentence, by any of choſe private Adts of alienation , which are in 
their own Power : And they may ſeek due reparation of the publick breach, 
- 12. If one Paſfor of aChurch where there are many do perniciouſly and neta- 
bly corrupt the Faith or the Worſhip, or the Diſcipline of the Church, the other 
Paitors muſt-admoniſh him, and both they and mo diſown him, if after 
.a firſt” and ſecond Admonition, he repent not, the ſame muſt the people 
dq by .al the Paſtors, if all be guilty' in the ſame kind; and muſt truſt their 
Souls with mere faithful Paftors,.But this muſt not be done miſtakingly,headily 
or raſhly, nor as an Aft of Government over the Paſtors or the Church ; bur as 
an, Aﬀtof Obedience to God, . for the preſervation of their Souls,and of the inte- 
reſt of Chriſt : Nor muſt it be dane without ſuch conſultation witb,and afliſtance 


of the Nel r.Chuzebes,, or the Magiſtrates, as their caſe ſhall make neceſ- 
fury ke table to their right Ends,” Nor by aviglation of any lawful Or- 
Keke i -..* | 


. 1 3eIf a Paſtor preach ſome.unſound DoCtrines,or faultily perform the publick 
Worſhip, .'or negle& juſt Diſcipline, and receive the unworthy to the Commu- 
 nion of the Church, or reje&t the worthy, "the preſence of the innocent Men 
bers, (who make not the fault their awn by- confent, or by negle&ting their 
Duties to reform/it) maketh, none of this to betheir Sin, nor is to be taken for 
8 fign of their conſent ; Nor will the preſence of the unworthy deprive the 
Godly of the Blefling or Comfort of God's Ordinance : - Nor are they bound to 
ſeparate from that Church,becauſe of theſe Corruptions, unleſs they are fo great 
as to-unchurch that Church, or make their Worſhip and Communion ſuch, as 
God himſelf reje&erh and will not accept: or unleſs by impoſing Gin upon 
chem, or ſome other way, the Church expel them; or they have accidentally 
forme other reaſon to remove. | 


14. The Members of the ſame Church ouſt live ſonear to one another, as 
that they may be capable of the Communion and Duties of their relation, But 
' whether Pariſh-bounds ſhall be Church-bounds, and whether there ſhall be one 
Church only,or more in the ſame Pariſh,is a thing which God hath not direaly 


determined, but only by general Rules to direct our Prudence, as caſes are by 
Circumſtances varied. of : 
mM When 


[66 ] 
- Where the Magiſtrates Laws thus bound the Churches; ind: the Eonverien® 
ees'of Numbers, Maintenance, Place, and common Expet}ation'require' itz And 
where it is commonly taken for ſcandalous Diſobedience, or Diforder or Schiſm, 
to do otherwiſe, Prudence forbidderh us to violate theſe Bounds and Otders, 
without true neceflity. Not taking all for Church-Mcmbers who are- Pariſhio- 
mers, but taking wone but Pariſhioners into that Church , nor ſerting up other 
Churches in that Pariſh. But when there are no ſuch Laws and Reaſans for it, 
and where there are plainly greater Reaſons or neceſlity'-to- do otherwiſe ; 'we 
ſhould not make ſuch a Law toour (elves. Sy 4 Hey vw) 469) 1 
15. When true ſound Churches are firſt fettled, all wwneceſſary'ayd eaufelfs 
Separation from them, or ſetting up of new Churches int the ſame Towns'or Pa 
riſhes, by way of diſclaiming them, or in oppoſition to them," Fhoilld'be avoided 
by all Chriſtians, Becauſe , x. We find not in Scripture tires? thar'fny-one 
City had many ſuch Churches, approved. of God's fFhe: nurtibers: of Chri> 
ſtians being but enow for one). 2. Becauſe it taketh up mote Miniſters than 
the intereſt of the Univerſal Church can allow to ſo few. * 3, Becauſe It 'pro- 
ceedeth from a ſinful want of Love and Unity ; and tendeth to- the further de 
creaſe of both : Long and fad Experience having: ſhewed,' that eath*of 'thoſe 
Churches think ir to be their Duty to ftabliſh their ſeveral-perfwaſiorisg-arid: ops 


| poſe the contrary ; whereby they are carriedias for the intereſt -of the truth; to. 


make their Adverfaries be thought to be ignorarit, erronevus; or bad -an# to 
make one another ſeem leſs amiable ; tothe ruin of-Love and rhe'd{vifioni and 
danger of the Churches, -- And becauſe Love and Unity are fo frequently' and 
vehemently preſſed in the Scriptures:andDivifions or Schiftn fb mich forbidden. 

16, All theſe are finful Schiſmarical Separations,” but in yery different'de-- 
grees, 1. When the intereſt of ſome Herefie, or lefler Errout, 'and the dif- 


- 


claiming of ſome truth, :doth"'cauſe men to ſeparate. '2,, When they [/lander a. 


zrue Miniſtry as no true oe 1 , and fo ſeparate. - 3,. When'they ſlinder a 


zrue Church as no true Church, 4. When they ſeparate becauſe rhey accuſetrue 
worſhip to be 1dolatry, or lawful worfhip ts be nlawful, 5, When they failly 
accuſe the Churches Faith; -Worfſhip:or Order | to be defeive, Ad'fo want 
fome neceſſary part (As'the Papiſts do by the Proteſtarits;; 'who take_up with 


the Scripture-Religion alone.) 6, When they accuſe ſome'tolerable failing' in- * 
the Church, to be intolerable, and ſuch as maketh their Communion unlawful. 


7, When they _— from the Church becauſe of the Holineſs ang Striftneſs 
of its DoEtrine and juſt Diſcipline, which crofleth them in their Sin ; or becauſe 
they hate the Parity of its Worſhip and Obedience, : 8. When they ſeparate 


becavſe thar they have not a part in the Government of the Church themſelver, 
- in-receiving Members, 'or cenſuring them ; or becauſe they-may: niot-be Fea-. 
chers of the Church, or otherwiſe invade the Paſtoral Office.” '9, When Pride 
or Covyeteoufneſs maketh them ſeparate, through perſonal diſtaſte at the Paſtors 


or any Members, for want of reſpe&.or honour, or-gain, or upon ſuppoſed in- 


Juries. x0, When the Minor part ſeparate, becauſe they have not their own - 
will ggainſt the Major part,in the choice of Minifters,or in other Church- Airs, _ 


1Q+ 


—_ _ 


of, his Preaching, Praying or other Adminiſtrations. 14. When they ſeparate 
becauſe the Ghurch-will not forbear the Singing of David's Pſalms, the Bapti- 
zing of Infants, or ſome other ſuch part or order of. God's Worſhip, 15. When 
they ____— becauſe they-will notconfent to the lawful Circumſtances of Time, 
Place, 'Tranſlation, Metre, Tunes, Utenfils,or Methods which the Church doth 
uſe... Theſe all are ynlawful Separations, But the great aggravations are, when 
they ſeparate-to ſet up Heretcal Dodtrine,and-Teachers, or-falſe Church-Ocders 
and Worſhip orrijpted in1the Eſſentials 3 or to promote ungodlinefs, or to rail 
at others from'whom: they ſeparate, and to cheriſh iſh Diviftons td the injury of the 
common,Chriſtian Cquſe..'': © ov Ss » REN 
' 17. Theſe following are: lawful Cauſes of Separation, 1, When the Paſtors 
are really no Miniſters of Chriſt, but uncapable,or wncalled Uſurpers,or Hereticks - 
or. Infidels;, or opern Encroies to Piety, who do more harm than good, and ſet 
themſelves wdeftreyrhs Chitgchrof Gad,and the ends of their Miniſtry. 2, When 
the Church maketh;invt Profeſhon of the:Chriſtian Faith,or are not baptized or 
viſible Chriſtians, :'3. When the:worſhip of the Church is Idolatry, or ſuch for 
the Subſtance as God: will:not accept, nor it is not lawful to j»yn-ini 4, When 
the Church renotmceth, or-omitteth any Ordinance of God, which the whole 
Church muſt ordinarily perform, and which all :hings confidered,ic is not lawful 
to-omit, . 5, When (after dye:admonition) the.Chyrch. is turned into a Theatre 
of Contention,-afd;a Schogl of Malignity and.reviling che Brethren, and of de- 
ſtroying Chriſtian Lovet#.others:3: or of promoting Schiſm to the intolerable _ 
wrong of the people, an of athers, 'and: of the Cauſe 'and Churches of Chriſt. 
6,. When (after 'due Admonition and Patience) the Church fo far renounceth 
Diſcipline, as openly to own and juſtifie ſuch wickedneſs or heinous Sins, as are 
jinconfiſtent- with the true Profeſhion-of Chriſtianity and Godlineſs. ; 
- +18, Andif the unſaundneſs;badnelp or weakneſs of the Paſtors, and the'faul- 
tineſs of the Worſhip, Order:ot Diſcipline, 'be not fo grear as to make Commu- 
nion with the Church  foawply unlawfal; yer any free man whoſe Edification is' 
greatly hindered by-it,and can elſewhere. have far greater helps for his Salvation, 
and joyn with a Church which walketh more conformably to the Chriſtian Rule, 
may lawfully remove himſelf to ſuch a Miniftry and Church; when it is not to 
the greater;hurt of others, than hisrown;good; Eſpecially ſuch whoſe ignorance, 
weakneſs and deadnefs, maketha hvely. and convincing Miniſtry more. needful 
to their ſafety and welfare, than it is to! a—_ For it 8 a Lin, Cters paribme, 
7 Ly 3-2-4 *8 '2 y 293-03 = Se 
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to-prefer the worſe before the better z and a fin to negleA the beſt! meins for- 
our Souls which we can lawfully enjoy ; And the Souls more precious than to. 
be hazarded or left in fin and darkneſs for an-unneceſlary Circumſtance. 
Noris it any ſinful Separation, or Diſorder, for-the Members of vne Church - 
to communicate occaſionally with'other Churches of Chriſt'; ſeeing our- relati- 
on to the Univerſal Church is more ftric} and 'inviolablethari to-any/partioular- 
Church as ſuch. | bY I54 -D2 5044 IE To's 
Alſo In cafe of removal of -our Habitations, or cliange of dur Pamily Relati- 


ons,” or other the like Reaſons, it is lawful to remove from one Church to ans-- 


ther (without any unjuſt.cenſuring of that which we remove from:-) And if. 


the firſt Church will not conſent (after due means. for 'their (arsfaction): we - 


may remove without their conſent; DO, 40 75265 If] 


19. He thatis denied Communien with the Church, unleſs be wil ſpeak or - 


ſubſcribe ſome falſhood, or take any falſe Oath, or make any unlawful promiſe, 
or commit. any other fin, is ſinfully caſt out or repulſed by the Impoſer, and is 


not guilty. of Schiſm or. ſinful m—_— ing-to commit ſuch impoſed fir, . 


And he that only remoyeth from the place of meeting,” with the Paſtor and 
Church when zhey remove, _ aid: doth not withdraw from:the Church: # ſelf; or- 
that adhereth-to his lawful Paſtor and pars of the Church; -whenithe reſt of the 


Church adkere to an Ujutper, is not to be judged guilty” of Schiſm 5 for fuch . 


avoiding of Schiſm. 


20, The principal care farthe avoiding of'Sehiſi, and for maintaining Unis 


ty and Love, is incumbent' on the Paſtors of theChurch'; whole firſt work mult - 


be ta preſerve this Love and Unity _in their :particular”-Churches, to prevene 
withdrawing into ſeparating Churches. 'To which end, their firft car&-rhuſt be 


to give no juſt cauſe, by corrupting of DoQrine, "Worſhip or Diſcipline, to-any 


to withdraw ; and not.to impoſe any —— neceflary to Commu- 
nion.; but to wnite in things neceſſary, and to give {5 
(.A means approved in all Ages.by Peacemakers :-) And toi gui 


by the paternal-Government of Reaſon and Loveandnot by Tyraniy to make 


themſelves hateful : And to be much in preaching -.Lvve and Coicord, thatthe 
people may know the ſin and danget of Factions and-Diviſions ;',and to avoid 


all FaQtiouſneſs and Contentiouſneſs themſelves. And their next care muſt be to-. 


labour after a Jaudable (if they cannot reach an eminem)" degree, of ebility in- 
teaching, and exemplarineſsin a holy and charitable Zife, that they may win the 
eſteem and.Jove of the Flock, and may give them-no occaſion to think-thatithe 
neceflity, of their Souls, requireth:them: toſeek for better helps; /- -- = 


But if differtng (though tolerable) Opinions,: da fo poſſeſs any of the peoples | 


minds, that no means can ſatisfie them, to-continue im the fame Aſernblies ; and: 
their preſence will be more hurtful than their abſence ; or if - the Paſtor -or 
Churck be ſo overerigid: as not to tolerate thelr diflent z the . next thing to be 
done, is to permit them to Worſhip in other: Aſſemblies,” (though their with- 
drawing may. not be juſtifiable ;) and to take'care.that:Lave i, fe be main» 


ined with thew, as with Neighbour-Churches 5 though-ptrbaps: weak and; 


faulty ; which brzngerh us up ta. the next Queſtion, . Q. 3: 


ty.in —_ ——ſ ; 
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Q: 33. What are. the Terms 0n-which; Neighbour Churchts, thay bald 
nion with one another. 7" tt ; © Chop 
A... What theſe particular Churches in the queſtion are is ſhewed:befote: 

he TM ATTNT = # 4 agus” th, 1. In inijng - ſame Faith.: 2. In 
the /arme Worlbipof God; in the nece rts, 3. In the ſame profeſſion of Obe- 
rubbed At ja Ina profeſſed bone habe = other as ru ha true 
Churches of Chriſt. -5, And. in a profeſſed Zove tr-one another as ſuch. 6, And : | 
in ſuch Communion and mutual Aſſiſtance, as tend to the preſervation of the : 
Church Univerſal, and: the benefit of each other, The Terms therefore and means - © 
mult be theſe foowing, | "4 
* .__J;;; They muſt publickly profeſs the ſame.Chriftian Religion, in all the Eſſen- 
tial parts 3 which.1s no more, but, | That .2pe continue our conſent to our Baptiſ« 
mal, Covenant, with God the Father, Son; and Holy 'Ghoſt, renouncing the De- 
wil, the World and the Fleſh : Particularly. profeſſing to believe all the Articles of 
the Ancient Creed, and to Deſire all that is contained in the Lords Prayer, .and- 
fencerely $0 endeavour to live towards God and Men according. tro the Ten Com- 
mandments: Believing alſo the Sacred Canonical Scriptures to be true, and takin 
ther for the intire Rule of our Divine Belief, and Worſhip, and Obedience, 7 
And we renounce, fo far as We can know them, all Hereſies, Errors and Praftices 


« +. 
-_ 
.* 
8 


F 7 


p 


contrary hereto, }. | | 

This is all the Profeſſion: that is to be required of any perfon in order to the: 
C atholick Communion of Chriſtians as ſuck ; or of the. Members of a particular: 
Church, ( belides their conſent to their particular Church relations ). or of- 
Neighbour Churches for their Communion with each other. Except when'any. 
ſcandal obligeth us to clear our felves { whether it be ſuſpefted Hereſie or wick- 
edneſs of Life ) by a juſt Purgation or Repentance, And the requiring. of larger - 
unneceſſary Profeſſions, hath been the grand Engine of Church Diviſions through:: 
many Generations... 5 5; | 

2, Yetas there are Chriſtians, of divers deprees of knowledge, 'atid-ſoundnefs 


in the ſame Church, fo: there are Chyrches allo as different : And though we muſt : 
own them all as Chriſtian . Churches, which are ſach indeed, yer muſt we not: 
judge them equally ſound or pure; but-mult diſcaps the groſs corruptions of Do- - * 
Qrine, Worlhip or Diſcipline which-are proved to be 1n any of themzand muſt + 
ſpecially honour thoſe that are more faithful,. pure and entire, . 
3. No one particular ſmpJe Chureh muſt claim or uſurp a Right of Dominion + 
or Government over other Churches, as given themby God ; ſeeing that all ſuch + 
 trje Churches are as Cities or Corporations;in one.Kingdom ; which are all go- + 
verned by one Ring, but. arenone of themrightful Rulers of the reſt, Ner 
muſt any Men of their.own heads ſet up ſuch Forms of Government as. of Hu- - 
»ane.right, in Conformity to the.Secular Governments of the - World, - (-and . 
this as Spiritual in the Exerciſe of the Keys which Chriſt commuted to his Minie - 
ſters }) tho? oneeminent Miniſter may inſtructand admoniſh- many others, and | 
' have ſome care of many Churches ). contrary to, or inconſiſtent with, the Or» , | 
ders ſctled by Chriſt or his Apoſtles, who were.cammiſtioned' by -him fer he ' 
ES IN EE : ng Py 


[ 59.1 
ferling ofall Unlverfally'neceffaily-Church Govertiment, and infallibly guided 
therein by the Holy Ghoſt, Much leſs may the Unicy and Peace of the Church 
be laid-upon' fic invented- policics, 9 it is by -the Papilſts; *who make: their 
forged. Head, Pope 'or Council, 4 conſtitutive effential or of he Catholick 
Church, and feign all the Chriſtian World'to be 'Schiſriet! ts. Who will not 
be bis Subjoiy,750f) es hh P2652 06 ASSL Bags 370% 0 -*Þ * 096-4 et 
4. But Love, "arid Concord, and Peace riuſt be inaintained 'among'the egual 
-parts of the Catholick Church. Seeing it i the ſtrength of the” Churches and 
their Beauty, and the Exerciſ and help of the Life and 'Halinefs of all the parts : 
Therefore ſuch correſpondencies muſt be maintained among them, as trend to 
a right-underſtanding of each other; -and r6 4-juſt furtherance] of *theſe* happy 
ends :*And as in particular 'Chirch6s,*rhe detertninitions of uſeful circumſtances 
according to-Gods general Rules, is no fmfal #ddition to Gods Word or Ordl-- 
nances;ſo neither is it here tobe lo judged, if Magiſtrates by Zaws or Churches 
by conſent, do determirie of ſeful undetermined circumſtances, for the ordering 
of theſe correſpondencies, and preventing Contentions, Factions and Diviſions. 
' 5. The ordinary means of theſe correſpondencies, are Maſengers and Synods, 
(or Councils) and Letters Teſtimonial or Certificates. If one Church be offended 
with another, upon friſpicion of Hereſie or fcandalous Praftices, they may by 
Atſſengers admoniſh them, and theſe may by Meſſengers make their Purgation 
or Confeſſion, As alſo if they defire Advice er Help from one another ; but if in 
.common and weighty caſes, there be need of more common and: judicious conſul- 
tations, or {ignifications of Conſent and:Concord, Syzogs are the means thereto, 
And if one Member Travel into other parts, or remoye his dwelling, or be to | 
be received by other Churches ; eſpecially in Suſpicious Times and Caſes, Com- 
mnunicatory Letters and Certificates are the means, that Hereticks and Deceivers 
abuſe nor the Churches, EP 4 om hen 
| 6, Whether theſe Synod ſhall be held at certain tated times, or wariouſly as 
. occaſions vary? - And whether they ſhall have a Prefident'? And whether he. 
ſhall be mutable or fixed?And of bow many Churches they fltalt be compoſed?And' 
how oft they ſhall meet, and bow Jong they ſhall fit ;* with fach like, are cir- 
cumſtances left to Humane Prudence,” under the general Laws of Chriſt. Bur 
the uſe of Synods.is ſo ordinary andpreat, that in ſound 'and peaceable Coun- 
creys, where Herefie or Church-Tyranny doth not turn them. againſt their proper 
ends z and where S:#te-Fealonſics cauſe not *Rulers to forbid them, the tated- 
2eſs and frequency of them will- be of very great advantage to the Churchez : 


0+ > * 


' 


rior Gowvernours, yet do they not by their {ſſembling loſe their Governing. 


} 


deration and force : And therefore their lawful. Determinations and Agreements, 
may be truely obligatory to their ſeveral Flocks, NON 


8, The 


CorJ. | 
ceſbty, : As,the Scandals, Herefles, Schiſms or Contentions:do require, Bur to- 
make profer Univerſal Councils'to be the, ordinary . Supreme: Governing | Law-- | 
givers 10.2 your Politick called the Uniyerſal Church is a device of thofe who 
wopld do Chriſts work in their own miſtaking way, and for the preſerving of. 
the Churches Unity, will deſperately divide, corrupt and injure it. . There is 
no neceſſity of it, Chriſts Univerſal Laws being ſufficient, , with the Civil Go- 
wernment of Princes, and the Circumſtantial Determinations of the particular- - 
Churches : Ang it, 1s pernijciome, if not impoſſible : The many thouſand Miles 

diſtance of the Churches, the paucity of the Paſtors, and neceſſity of their pre-- 
ſcenge:in many- Churches ;- the:rmany years that muſt be ſpent in Travel 5. the 

oppolition:of. Heathen and Infidel Princes whoſe Subje&ts they are, or through - 
whoſe Cquatreys they muſt Travel 3 the Wars and Jealouſies of Princes; the - 
probability-of rhe death of the ableſt Paſtors in ſuch a Voyage ; they being u- 
ſually aged Men and weak , their diverfity of Tongues, and unintelligibleneſs-- 
to one another z their long, continuance in ſuch Councils 5 their incapacity to - 
meet and hear together in any one Room 3; the probability that the numerouſ- 
neſs of the neareſt Biſhops, and paueity of the remote, will jake a Faction go - 
for the Council ; the iuwprobability that ever they will return - to bring home-- 


i 1 


the Decrees z-the-unfatisfieqnels af the Churches in their Decrees, when a thou- 
ſand, gr an hundred Paſtors 'who chuſe one (ingle Delegate, know-not whether 
he will ſpeak their ſenſe or not ;. with many fuch Reaſons, make it as pornicions.- | 
as unneceſſary, Nor have the Chriſtian Churches ever had ſuch Councils (the 
meetings.of the Twelve Apoſtles being nothing to: this purpoſe::1) But- as all. 
Men know that the Roman Emperors had no power to Summon-the- Paſtors - 
who were the;Subjects:of, orher Prinoes 3 fo the recordcd- Suffvages-of all the 
Councils certifie-us, :that #hey 3were-1one' ſuch 3 but the Subje&ts only of the: Ro--- 
19an Empire, ( or tholaxbet.had been ſach ) , with a very inconſiderable num--- 
ber of ſome adjacent Biſhops, . and that bur very ſeldom : So that thoſe Coun- 
cils were Univerſal only as to the Empire of.\Rome ( and that. but very rarely. . 
*fever ) but vever-as to the Chriſtian World; | | 
9. Ita plurality of-Hereticks, Schiſmaticks, or ungodly Biſhops-or Paſtors; . 
ſhould by the advantage of their[/Councils opprefs the Churches or-the- Truth, .. 
the Sound and Faithful Paſtors muſt hold on in the way of Duty, and not for--- 
fake the Truth or the Flocks, in Obedience to ſuch Councils. 
10, If any. Church or Paſtor be accuſed or defamed © to: the Neighbour + 
Churches, 'of any Hereſie, Schiſm, Scandal, or Injury, either to any Perſon + 
of that Church, or to any Neighbour Church or Perſon, the general Precepts-. 
of Chriſtian Charity, 'Concord, Hiimility, Submiſſion, & do oblige ſuch - 
accuſed Perſons, to tender-to their offended Brethren ( eſpeciilly if it be any - 
Churches ) due fatisfation, and to hear their Reaſons and Admonitions, .and to « 
acknowledgetheirown faults, and amend if they have erred 3:and in Jawfud- 
' things to yield toothers, for Peace-and Concord, and to-avoid offence,” wheres. 


greater accidents make.it not then an/awful fo todo, —— 
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T1. If any Paſtors or Neighbour Churches, remain impeniterit; under fach 


; proved Hereſie, 1mpiety or Crimes, as areinconfiſtent with the true * 


of Godlineſs, the Synods, or Neighbour Churches (after due Admonitionand 


Patience.) ſhould openly diſown their fins, and if they be'inconfiſtee with the 


my 


Eſſentials of Chriftian Communion, / ſhould 'alfo - diſchim *Comihuhion'iwith 


mem; and ſhould ſend to the innocent part to exhort them to-ſave thenifelves 
by Separation from the reſt ; or to forfake ſuch Heretical and” Impenitent'Paſ- 


' tors: And ſhould motion them to better Paſtors, ind ſend ſometo inſtru@tthem 
. in the meantime, if they be accepted. Br norie of tis mult be-done, in-caſe 


of tolerable infirmitiesor failings. i: rd +4 IO Gee Ear 

-I2. A truely Ordained Miniſter of Chriſt, 'being'called-6r +dccepted. *by :a 
Church for the preſent rime, to teach them, and guide them'' in ipublick 'Wor- 
ſhip and Sacramental Communion, in the Sickneſs, 'or 'Abſence'sF their ſtated 
Paſtors,” or ina-vacancy, ought to afſiſt them, 'and is' to be'eſteemed-as a Mi- 
Diſter of Chriſt-m thoſe Adminiſtrations. SO i DOrve tt 4 
| And whena Church is deſtitute of Paſtors, ir 4s (- ordinarily.) the peoples 
Duty, to defire the Faithful Neighbour Paſtors, to aſſiſt them for ſupply ; ef- 
p=cally in the tryal of ſuch, pars of Paſtoral ſafficiency, which they are an 


«bleto try themſelves; and to Ordain ( by Approbation and Solemn” Inveſti- 


ture) ſuch a Perſon to the. Miniſtry as they C#/dnt te, if he be not before-Or- 
dained ; or-if he be ; yet by. Prayer to deſire God, to BlefFhim-in that ſpe» 
_ _ What are the terms of Communion between 'the Churches of ſeveral 

i” e£F: 65657 231 E-1 | BOS 52 nn of foal Ente'S 5. Eq: S 

A This.neede- no more addition to the former - Anſwer but this. -'1; That 
their Communion in the main muſt be the ſame in Faith'and Loweand Obegrence 
to God, as if they wereunder the ſame Civil Government. 2. But they- muſt 
not bulie themſelves needleſly with the diſtant and unknown caſes and buſineſs of 


' others; Nor 3. Muſt they violate the lawful reſtraints of their civitGovernours, 


nor diſturb the Peace of Kingdoms, 'upon'pretences of the Churches Pcivileges 
or-Intereſt : 4, And it they are.offended at the Do&trine, Worſhip or PraQice 
of other Churches; they ſhould ſend ts them! for ſatisfa&tion,and thoſe Churches 
ſhould ſend them the forementioned Confeſſion. of the Chriſtian Religion, and 
either purge themſelves from the Crimes of which they are accuſed, or confeſs 
them and forſuke them, $S 3>.. $0 

But when the Paſtors which in ſeveral Countries, -have drunk in differing 
Opinions, ſhall expe rhar all others ſhould ſpeak us they do, in all controverted 
Points of tolerable difference; and by their odious imagined conſequences, ſhall 
flander other Churches or Paſtors , as holding that which they diſclatm, or as 
denying that which in their publick Confeſſions they profeſs as their very Reli- 
gion,and by their paſſions,unskilfulneſs and uncharitableneſs,ſhall make all diffe- 


' rences (though but in words, or very narrow) ſeem-more” material, wide and 


dangerous than they are, and ſhall hereupon proclaim their-Brethren to' be here. 


tical 


b. 


"the Clergy: 


11 fa) -more as'to hots SA : "hai erhels thus; wn L 
or how it. w be endured; or. bow thatcounſel will be raken or followed, 
amor deferred, 4. It more concerneth us to'con(ider of our own duty-to them. 
the forcing Power about narters: Eccleſiaſtical, (wherber' b . corporal 

| belongeth only to the" Magiſtrate * (Befides what Pa- 
_ do). And if, any Faſo Wen itmuſt be as Magiſtrates, 
gy. And the Sword is ſo unſee in a Paſtors hand, 
; and ſo adverſe to. the 5 Lowing Govern- 
ment STEEL "and hath ever been of ſuck »»bappp fe, to the 
World z thar.it were tobe wiſhed: that Princes would keep their Sword from 
to themfelyes, and:commit it to ſuch Officers, as bave not ſo much 
: ade ind are not ſo likely to:abuſc it, 
.+2.,1f any Puffer: declare that Princes are 
Excommunicated by them, without any tryal of the _ | 
Officerg ; .and will Exeonmunicete 


men, meerh as 


under Innecent 39. Can. 3, and the Council 

oy: a are injurious: i the Civil 
ed Enemies. | 

r Magiſtrates is from God 3 and 

Conſcience ſake ;/andnot toavoid 


Their Offic 2120 promote Gerd opn 
| Subordinar Laws of their own, and to be a tgrrour t6-Eviledoers, and a P - 
Eqcouragement to/them thatdo well. 
5, The C s well cher wal b bj to King Kings and Magiſtrates: 
Nori is tolerable Deftri which would exempt theis Perſons of- Eftares,cxcept 


yr keine rcpaſent: oF 
Princes | rauſt_ not. onl momots hart], Oba-ence ta the rw Godt all 


hoc Faith aith and © ience > ofither Gofpeh, by means which are 


rk. 
7. Princes may make Laws wifocidding the Publication of Cul pics or: 
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ties, with Prudence and Moderation 
8: 1f heretical, covetour, or lazy ""FILB cnn Gofs Wa Ward _y Wag 

| nocariouſly, or negle& their certam Duty, to_the - 


F 5,0r are s uncapable of the Office ; the Magifte e: 
the Flock quiron cored AO; 0 dualy) gin my Ove 
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ff oni'ta their Duries, and 


| ligence and fn js el [fr the * 
| Such Circhmftances ; s ET as tes Cs 
as hoes fit for Common Determination and in all the Churchesz being. 
_ ſuch whoſe Determination 1 18 not proper tot Poſters Office may (on moderate 
rerms, and by religious advice) be: ined of by Magiftraresy Andall their 
lawful Determinations muſt be obeyed. 
- 10. There needeth not the deviceof Popes « or Patriarchsto call Tokio | 
| koep Peace among the Paſtors of the Church + For the Magiftrate muſt do'ic;as! 
# a great part of the work of his Office. Every Soveraign may: call ſacb Paſtors: 
| ; unto Councils as are bi SwubjeFs : And ſeveral Princes by agreement may call: 
| their refpefive Subjefs together when there is Cauſe ;' And: proper "Univerſal 
{| .* Comncils (asis wed) are things which never were known, nor afe not to be! Ol [| 
| expeCted: And it muſt\be a very extraordinary neceſſity, which-muſt warrant 
x the Paſtors of feweral Kingdoms, to hold Conncils together, ' when they ate. for- ; 
# bidden by their Kings : Princes alſo may correct Church-Tyrams and Uſurpers,. HE 
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and diſcern when and how far to obey Man, withour- diſobeying God,. ? 
ſuch rational p:rſon is a fulge; that is, 'a Diſcerner of what he ought to do..” 
And Chriſt alwaysthe final Judge. 
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